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Some of the historical documents contained in this curriculum guide reflect deep-seated and disturbing racial prejudices regarding African-

i i of the twentieth century. It is important to
t were common among many white Americans in the early and middle years .
?en:er;*lmb:;f 511; these documents must be viewed in the context of their own time. While offensive to modern readers, they help glg.t
understand the intense opposition the Roosevelts and the Tuskegee Airmen faced over the issue of allowing black men to pilot military

aircraft. FDR Presidential Library and Museum

October 14, 1944

Ky dear ir. F¥nite

I have resd with much interest your letter to e of
Uetlcber 5, 1944 sdvising of the concern guong Negro servicemen
of the kind of life to which they will return af'ter the war,

ance of equelity of opporiunity without regerd to race, creed,
celer, or netional origin, and that the adminigtration of the

| important Servicementg feudjustoment ket of 1944 (the so-called

| "G. I. Bill of Hights") should be definitely at thest level,

I i

' I note your correspondence with General Frank T. Hines,

Administretor of Veterans! Affeirs, concerning your recommendstion
thet there be included in the persoruel. of the Veterans Administrs—
| tion & qualified Negro =& Aseistent Administretor of Veterans' 4f-

feira, in order that s representetive of your race should serve

the Veterans Adpinistretion and the United Stetes a5 a policy-making

and policy-executing executive,

and to the colored race, I feel I cen give every assurance that
Generzl Hines in hig adminigtration will see to it that there is
20 discriminetion egeinst B0y race, creed, -or color snd will not
hesitete, should he find the ciromstances warrant, to meet with
you on this subject and to teke that action which will Tetognize
ihe splendid service being rendered our country by those of your
race who ere in its armed forces. '

fiould it not be well in the further development of your

thought in thig regard and your interests, that you arrenge o meet

*ith Geoerel Hines in order that a full digcussion may be hed,

Ver: aincerely your Ey

ﬂ{@g !
* PPt
¥r. Felter Rhite, Secretery,
Ketional Associrtion for the
Advancezent of Colored People,
69 5th Avenue,
New York 3. E| Y!

Y&-4 Flee

5k FRASMLIN b. Roosyyiy:

I shere with you the thought thet in our sduinistration
of lexs respecting besefits for our velerans there must be essur-

fieelizing the importance of this issue to your Assccietion
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