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Teaching the New York State History Standards
with the work of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt

Franklin D. Roosevelt ranks among the greatest presidents in American history. Survey after
survey of prominent historians show him listed in the company of Washington, Jefferson
and Lincoln. In his term as president he guided the nation through two of the greatest
challenges of the twentieth century, the Great Depression and World War II. His efforts laid
the foundation for economic prosperity in the United States and international cooperation
around the world for years to come.

Eleanor Roosevelt was, without doubt, one of the most compelling personalities of the
twentieth century. Her life served as an example of tireless devotion and service to others
both in the United States and around the world.

The New York State Department of Education has adopted five Social Studies Standards,
these are: History of the United States and New York; World History; Geography;
Economics; and Civics, Citizenship, and Government. It should come as no surprise that
there were events in the lives of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt that touched on each of the
themes set forth in the standards. Below, each standard has been matched to an event and
document making an interesting and informative starting point for developing a case study.

I. Franklin D. Roosevelt

Standard One: History of the United States and New York

Franklin Roosevelt believed in serving his community. He started his political career as a
State Senator and rose to become the Governor of New York State before setting off for
Washington to serve as our 32nd President. While in Albany Governor Roosevelt took a
keen interest in the preservation and care of the state’s natural resources as demonstrated in
the inaugural address given by Governor Roosevelt on January 1, 1929.

Standard Two: World History

On December 7th, 1941, the United States naval base at Pearl Harbor was attacked by the
Japanese. Within days Franklin Roosevelt found himself leading the nation in its second
world war, fighting not just the Japanese, but the Germans, Italians and the rest of the Axis
Forces. He addressed a frightened nation, describing the events on December 7th as a ‘date
that will live in infamy and pledged himself and the nation to absolute victory.

Standard Three: Geography

Franklin Roosevelt believed that the nations of the world were drawn together by far more
than what set us apart from each other. Borrowing from the ideals of Woodrow Wilson, he
envisioned an organization that would unite the nations of the world in the peaceful pursuit
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of solutions to our common problems. In 1943 he created a sketch of how the United Nations
might be organized.

Standard Four: Economics

Franklin Roosevelt came to office at a time of great economic crisis. One in five Americans
depended on charity or state and local relief to get by. The stock market was down 75%
from its 1929 levels and the banking system was on the verge of collapse. Immediately upon
taking office Roosevelt declared a “Bank Holiday” and set out to stabilize and reorganize the
faltering system. Less than a week later he addressed the nation, in what would be the first of
his fireside chats’, to explain the banking crisis and the actions he was taking to correct it.

Standard Five: Civics, Citizenship, and Government

Franklin Roosevelt believed in the individual freedoms set forth for all Americans in the
Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. As country after country fell to tyranny
in the decade of the 1930s FDR began to see these rights in more universal terms. In January
1941 he set forth a vision of a world founded on what he described as four essential human
freedoms. Roosevelt defined these as: “freedom of speech and expression,” “freedom of every
person to worship God in his own way,” “freedom from want,” and “freedom from fear.”

II. Eleanor Roosevelt

Standard One: History of the United States and New York

Eleanor Roosevelt believed in equal opportunity for all American citizens. When Franklin
Roosevelt became stricken with polio, Eleanor became more active in the State political
realm, attending meetings, giving speeches and making sure that her husband was not
forgotten. In the process she developed a keen sense of the role women could and should
play in politics. In 1926 she presented her views in article in Red Book Magazine in which she
described her views.

Standard Two: World History

Eleanor Roosevelt shared Franklin Roosevelt’s vision of a world united to end human
suffering. She worked to achieve this goal at the United Nations. Her greatest
accomplishment at the UN was the creation and adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Standard Three: Geography

Eleanor Roosevelt traveled a great deal as First Lady of the United States and in her post
White House career as “First Lady of the World” — an honorary title given to her by
President Harry Truman. During World War 11, she took a 10,000 mile, 5 week Souzh
Pacific trip to boost the morale of the Allied troops fighting there.
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Standard Four: Economics

Eleanor Roosevelt was always concerned with the welfare of the poor. She was a leading
champion of the Arthurdale resettlement community in West Virginia. This was a planned
community designed to improve the economic educational and esthetic quality of life for
destitute coal mining families.

Standard Five: Civics, Citizenship, and Government

Eleanor Roosevelt believed that each of us held an important stake in the effective operation
of our democracy. With our rights as citizens comes a responsibility to stand up for the rights
of others. In 1939 she sent a letter of resignation from the Daughters of the American
Revolution in protest of their refusal to allow African-American singer Marion Anderson
perform at an event held at Constitution Hall.
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Franklin D Roosevelt
Standard One: History of the United States and New York
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The following Inaugural Address of Governor Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt is hereby released at noon, Tuesday,
January 1st, 1929, unless otherwise ordered by wire.
It must not be quoted from, referred to, or commented

/7.2}‘

upon in any manner prior to that time.

Governor and Mrs. Smith, Mr. Secretary of State, my friends:

This day is notable not so much for the inauguration of a
new Governor as that it marks the close of the term of a Governor
who has been our Chief Executive for eight years.

I am certain that no Governor in the long history of the state
has accomplished more than he in definite improvement of the
structure of our state government, in the wise, efficient and hon-
orable administration of its affairs, and finally in his possession
of that vibrant understanding heart attuned to the needs and
hopes of the men, the women and the children who form the
sovereignty known as “the People of the State of New York.”

To Alfred E. Smith, a public servant of true greatness, I
extend on behalf of our citizens our affectionate greetings, our
wishes for his good health and happiness and our prayer that
God will watch over him and his in the years to come.

It is a proud thing to be a citizen of the State of New York,
not because of our great population and our natural resources,
nor on account of our industries, our trade, or our agricultural
development, but because the citizens of this state more than any
other state in the union, have grown to realize the inter-depend-
ence on each other which modern civilization has created.

Under the leadership of the great Governor whose place you
have selected me to fill has come a willingness on our part to
give as well as to receive, to aid, through the agency of the state,
the well-being of the men and women who, by their toil, have
made our material prosperity possible.

I object to having this spirit of personal civil responsibility
to the state and to the individual which has placed New York
in the lead as a progressive commonwealth, described as “humani-
tarian.” It is far more than that. It is the recognition that our
civilization cannot endure unless we, as individuals, realize our
personal responsibility to and dependency on the rest of the
world. For it is literally true that the “self-supporting” man or

1
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woman has become as extinct as the man of the stone age. With-

out the help of thousands of others, any one of us would die, =
naked and starved. Consider the bread upon our table, the
clothes upon our backs, the luxuries that make life pleasant;

how many men worked in sunlit fields, in dark mines, in the

fierce heat of molten metal, and among the looms and wheels of
countless factories, in order to create them for our use and
enjoyment.

I am proud that we of this state have grown to realize this
dependence, and, what is more important, have also come to know
that we, as individuals, in our turn must give our time and our
intelligence to help those who have helped us. To secure more
of life's pleasures for the farmer; to guard the toilers in the
factories and to insure them a fair wage and protection from the
dangers of their trades; to compensate them by adequate insur-
ance for injuries received while working for us, to open the doors
of knowledge to their children more widely, to aid those who are
crippled and ill, to pursue with strict justice, all evil persons who
prey upon their fellow men, and at the same time, by intelligent
and helpful sympathy, to lead wrong doers into right paths. All
of these great aims of life are more fully realized here than in
any other state in the union. We have but started on the road,
and we have far to go; but during the last six years in particular,
the people of this state have shown their impatience of those
who seek to make such things a football of politics or by blind
unintelligent obstruction, attempt to bar the road to Progress.

Most gratifying of all, perhaps, is the practical way in which
we have set about to take the first step toward this higher civiliza-
tion, for, first of all, has been the need to set our machinery of
government in order. If we are to reach these aims efficiently
without needless waste of time or money we must continue the
efforts to simplify and modernize. You cannot build a modern
dynamo with the ancient forge and bellows of the mediaeval
blacksmith. The modernization of our administrative procedure,
not alone that ofl the state, but also of those other vital units
of counties, of cities, of towns and of villages, must be accom-
plished ; and while in the unit of the state we have almost reached
our goal, I want to emphasize that in the other units we have a
long road to travel.

Each one of us must realize the necessity of our personal
interest, not only toward our fellow citizens, but in the govern-
ment itself. You must watch, as a public duty, what is done and
what is not done at Albany. You must understand the issues
that arise in the Legislature, and the recommendations made by
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your Governor, and judge for yourselves if they are right or
wrong. If you find them right it is your duty as citizens on next
election day to repudiate those who oppose, and to support by
your vote those who strive for their accomplishment.

I want to call particularly on the public press of this state in
whose high standards I have the greatest confidence, to devote
more space to the explanation and consideration of such legisla-
tion as may come up this year, for no matter how willing the
individual citizen may be to support wise and progressive meas-
ures, it is only through the press, and I mean not only our great
dailies but their smaller sisters in the rural districts, that our
electorate can learn and understand what is going on.

There are many puzzling problems to be solved. I will here
mention but three. In the brief time that I have been speaking
to you, there has run to waste on their paths toward the sea,
enough power from our rivers to have turned the wheels of a
thousand factories, to have lit a million farmers’ homes—power
which nature has supplied us through the gift of God. It is
intolerable that the utilization of this stupendous heritage should
be longer delayed by petty squabbles and partisan dispute. Time
will not solve the problem; it will be more difficult as time goes
on to reach a fair conclusion. It must be solved now.

I should like to state clearly the outstanding features of the
problem itself. First, it is agreed, I think, that the water power
of the state should belong to all the people. There was, perhaps,
some excuse for careless legislative gift of power sites in the days
when it was of no seemingly great importance. There can be no
such excuse now. The title to this power must vest forever in the
people of this state. No commission, no, not the Legislature itself
has any right to give, for any consideration whatever, a single
potential kilowatt in virtual perpetuity to any person or corpora-
tion whatsoever. The Legislature in this matter is but the trustee
of the people, and it is their solemn duty to administer such heri-
tage so as most greatly to benefit the whole people. On this point
there can be no dispute.

It is also the duty of our legislative bodies to see that this
power, which belongs to all the people, is transformed into
usable electrical energy and distributed to them at the lowest pos-
sible cost. It is our power; and no inordinate profits must be
allowed to those who act as the people’s agents in bringing this
power to their homes and workshops. If we keep these two
fundamental facts before us, half of the problem disappears.

There remains the technical question as to which of several
methods will bring this power to our doors with the least expense.

3
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Let me here make clear the three divisions of this technical side
of the question. =

First, the construction of the dams, the erection of power
houses and the installation of the turbines necessary to convert
the force of the falling water into electricity.

Second, the construction of many thousands of miles of trans-
mission lines to bring the current so produced to the smaller dis-
tributing centers throughout the state; and

Third, the final distribution of this power into thousands of
homes and factories.

How much of this shall be undertaken by the state, how much
of this carried out by properly regulated private enterprises, how
much of this by some combination of the two, is the practical
question that we have before us. And in the consideration of
the question I want to warn the people of this state against too
hasty assumption that mere regulation by public service com-
missions is, in itself, a sure guarantee of protection of the inter-
ests of the consumer.

The questionable taking of jurisdiction by Federal courts, the
gradual erection of a body of court made law, the astuteness of
our legal brethren, the possible temporary capitulation of our
public servants and even of a dormant public opinion itself, may,
in the future, as in the past, nullify the rights of the public.

I, as your Governor, will insist, and I trust with the support
of the whole people, that there be no alienation of our possession
of and title to our power sites, and that whatever method of
distribution be adopted there can be no possible legal thwarting
of the protection of the people themselves from excessive profits
on the part of anybody.

On another matter I tread perhaps a new path. The phrase,
“rich man’s justice,” has become too common nowadays. So
complicated has our whole legal machinery become through our
attempt to mend antiquated substructures by constant patching
of the legal procedure and the courts that justice is our most
expensive commodity. That rich criminals too often escape pun-
ishment is a general belief of our people. The difficulty with
which our citizens maintain their civil rights before the courts
has not been made a matter of such public notice but is equally
serious. It is my hope that within the next two years we will
have begun to simplify and to cheapen justice for the people.

Lastly, I want to refer to the difficult situation to which in
recent years a large part of the rural population of our state
has come. With few exceptions it has not shared in the pros-
perity of the urban centers.
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It is not enough to dismiss this problem with the generality
that it is the result of changing economic conditions. It is time
to take practical steps to relieve our farm population of unequal
tax burdens, to install economies in the methods of local govern-
ment, to devise sounder marketing, to stabilize what has been too
much a speculative industry ; and, finally, to encourage the use of
each acre of our state for the purpose to which it is by nature
most suited. I am certain that the cities will cooperate to this
end, and that, more and more, we as citizens shall become state-
minded.

May I, as your newly elected Governor, appeal for your help,
for your advice, and, when you feel it is needed, for your critic-
ism? No man may be a successful Governor without the full
assistance of the people of his own commonwealth.

Were I as wise as Solomon, all that I might propose or decide
would be mere wasted effort, unless I have your constant support.
On many of the great state questions that confront us, the plat-
forms and the public pledges of candidates of both parties are
substantially agreed. We have passed through a struggle against
old-time political ideas, against antiquated conservatism, against
ignorance of modern conditions, marked by serious disagreements
between the Legislative and the Executive branches of the gov-
ernment. As I read the declarations of both parties in asking
the support of the people at the polls, T can see little reason for
further controversies of this kind.

There is a period in our history known in all our school books
as the “Era of Good Feeling.” It is my hope that we stand on
the threshhold of another such era in this state. For my part,
I pledge that the business of the state will not be allowed to
become involved in partisan politics and that 1 will not attempt
to claim unfair advantage for my party or for myself, for the
accomplishing of those things on which we are all agreed.

You have honored me greatly by selecting me as your Chief
Executive. It is my hope that I will not fail you in this critical
period of our history. I wish that you may have a continuance
of good government and the happiest of New Years.

2 M. B. Brown Printing & Bindi a
52 37-41 Chiambers St.. N F* C°
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Franklin D Roosevelt
Standard Two: World History
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Franklin D. Roosevelt
Standard Three: Geography
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Franklin D. Roosevelt
Standard Four: Economics
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I hope you can see from this elemental recital
of what your government is doing that there is nothing
complex, or radical in the process.

ng situation. Some of our
bankers had shown themselves elther incompetent or
dishonest in their handling of the people's funds.
They had used the money entrusted to them in specula-
tions and unwise loans. This was of course not true in
the vast majority of our bamnks but it was true in
enough of them to shock the people for a time into a
sense of insecurity and to put them into a frame of
mind where they did not differentiate, but seemed to
assume that the acts of a comparative few had tainted
them all. It was the Government's job to stralighten
out this situation and do it as quickly as possible --
and the job is being performed.

I do not promise you that every bank will be
reopened or that individual losses will not be suffered,
but there will be no losses that possibly could be
avoided; and there would hawve been more and greater
losses had we continued to drift. I can even promise
you salvation for some at least of the sorely pressed
banks. We shall be engaged not merely in reopening
sound banks but in the creation of sound banks through

reorganization.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt
Standard Five: Civics, Citizenship, and Government

A part of the
in taxes. In my budget message I recommend that a gre:
portion of this great defense program be pald for from

taxation than we are paying today. No person should try, or
be allowed, %o get rich out of this program; and the principle
of tax payments in accordance with ability to pay should be
before our eyes to gulde our leglslation.
ples, the voters,

God in

every pe

g freedom of e

erywhere in the world.



TEACHING THE NEW YORK STATE HISTORY STANDARDS

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY and MUSEUM

The third is freedom from want —- which,translated into
world terms,means economic understandings which will secure
to every nation a healthy peace time life for ite inhgbitants =
everywhere in the world,

The fourth is freedom from fear -- which,translated into
world terms)meang a world-wide reduction of armaments to
such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation
will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression
agalnst any neighbor -- anywhere in the world,

That 1s no vision of a distant mlllennium. It ie &
definite basls for a kind of world attainable in our own
time and generation. That kind of world is the very
antithesis of the so-=called new order of tyranny which the

dictators seek to create with the crash of a bomb.

To that new order we oppose the greater conception —-
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Eleanor Roosevelt

Standard One: History of the United States and New York
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MRS, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

speaks with unique authority on poli-
fics, especially in reference to women, She
can bear witness from personal experience
to what they can achieve and what is re-
Jused them.” Her life has been spent in a
f_oi:'n'cal atmosphere. Her father was El-
‘0t Roosevell, a brother of Theodore
Roosevelt; and her mother, who was Miss
Anna Hall before her marriage, came from
one of the oldest New Vork families, and
was a descendant of Chancellor Livingston,
who administered the oath of office to
George Washington.

As a girl Mrs. Roosevelt lived at the
family estate at Tivoli-on-the-Hudson, an
m}iual grant to Chancellor Livingston ;
and her education was completed by three
Years of study abroad. She married, in
1205, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who
later was elected to the New Vork senate,
where he served froms 1910 until 1917,

Appointed Assistant SGCJ'S!‘G? of the
Navy, Franklin Roosevelt serve for eight
years, during the entire period of America’s
participation in the war. In Washington
during this period Mrs. Roosevelt enjoyed
unusual contacts with Government officials,
diplomats bers of war missions, and
officers of the Army and Navy. After the
Armistice she visited Europe with her hus-
band, who took charge of the closing of
the naval aviation camps. Mr. Roosevelt
resigned as Assistant Secretary of the Navy
in 1920, to accept the Democratic noming-
tion for Vice-President of the United
States,

Mrs. Roosevelt herself has gured im-
portantly in the Democratic arty since
1921; for six years she served as finance
chairman of women's activities of the New
York Democratic State Committee, and
is also o member of the committee of
Dutchess County.

She is vice-chairman of the Woman's
City Club of New York, chairman of the

Mrs. Franklin D,

Rooseve]t They ‘go through the  gestu

TR o

/4

WOMEN have been
years. But have
tual political equality wil

the polls; ct!hzi'ir votes are |
ticians; and they possess the
of equal rights.” But it is mq
without real power, With
Ing exceptions, women who
politics are refused serious.
the men leaders, Generally th
most courteously, to be sure
want, what they have to
as of little weight. In fact,
actual influence or say at all
quential councils of their
In small things they are
when it comes to asking fi
things they generally find
against a blank wall. ~ This is (;
committees, State committe:
national organizations of both
cal parties, ]
From all over the United St
of both camps have come to
experiences are practically
meetings are to be held at whi
matters are to be decided, the
bers often are not asked.
notified of formal meetings 1
tant matters are to be ra
erally find all these things
planned and prepared. withou
with them, in secret confabs
beforehand. If they have obj
proposed policies or_candidates,
adroitly overruled. They a:
to run for office to any appreci
and if they propose candidate
OWR sex, reasons are us;k
their elimination which,
and polite, are just pretexts neve
In those circles which decide
of national politics, women ha
or power whatever. On the nal

Non-Partisan Legislative Committee, editor
of the New York State Women's Demo-
cratic. News, and is a member of the
Board of Directors of the Foreign Policy Association and the
City Housing Corporation. Her acquaintance with political af-
Jairs is country-wide, and is extended to both parties.

Mrs. Roosevelt is part owner of and teacker in a private school
for girls, and in her county has launched a movement intended to
solve the problems of agricultural people. In a furniture indus-
try, started and financed by her, she aims to give employment to
Jarm workers in the winter, and through other crafts to enable
Jarm women to earn their oun money.

Active as she is politically, Mrs. Roosevelt is devoted to her
lome, is the mother of five children, and is one of the most popu-
lar and charming hostesses in the best circles of New Vork
society —THE EpIToRs.
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Mrs. Franklin D. Rovsevelr,

mittee of each party there is a
resentative from every State, and
appears as vice-chairman, Before
elections they will be told to org
women throughout the United States, and asked to help
ways in raising funds, But when it comes to those grave
at which possible candidates are discussed, as well as party |
they are rarely invited in. At the national conventions no
has ever been asked to serve on the platform committee.

Politically, as a sex, women are generally “frozen ou
any intrinsic share of influence in theil;]panies.

The machinery of party politics has ways been in the
men, and still is, Our statesmen and legislators are still
in form as the successors of the carly warriors gathering
the camp-fire plotting the next day’s attack. Ve, they ha
feints indicating they are willing to take women_into
councils of the parties. But, in fact, the women who haw
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o the political game will tell you they are excluded from any
d kind of important participation. They are called upon to
votes, but they are kept in ignorance of noteworthy plans
rs. Their requests are seldom refused outright, but they

it off with a technique that is an art in itself. The fact is
jb generally women are not taken seriously. With certain ex-
men still as a class dismiss their consequence and value
litics, cherishing the old-fashioned concept that their place
the home. While women's votes are a factor to be counted
d figure largely in any impending campaign, the individual
who figure in party councils are regarded by their male
¢s as having no real power back of them. And they

who work hard in party politics are always recognized, or
are of in one way or another. Women, most of whom are

Family home of the Franklin D. Roosevelts, Hyde Park, N. Y.

voluntary workers and not at all seli-seeking, are generally ex-
pected to find in their labor its own reward. When it comes to
giving the offices or dealing out favors, men are always given
precedence,

They will ask women to run for office now and then, sometimes
because they think it politic and wise to show women how gen-
erous they are, but more often because they realize in advance
their ticket cannot win in the district selected. Therefore they
will put up a woman, knowing it will injure the party less to have
a woman defeated, and then they can always say it was her sex
that defeated her. Where victory is certain, very rarely can you
get a woman nominated on the party ticket.

Of course there are women all over the United States who have
been elected to high and important offices. There are three women
in Congress; there have been two woman governors; and women
sit in various State legislatures and hold State offices,

i P YT

In New York City one could cite several who have
not only been elected but who have conducted them-
selves in office with ability and distinction. But does
that indicate any equal recognition or share in politi-
cal power? Infinitely more examples come to mind
of women who were either denied a nomination or
who were offered it only when inevitable defeat stared
the party leaders in the face.

When, some years ago, it came to putting women
on the Democratic State Committee in New York,
only two outstanding men openly approved of the
move, A number were willing, but a great many more
were indifferent. Governor Smith wanted women on
the committee, believing they had something to con-
tribute, and that they should have recognition for
what they could do. Quite unlike Governor Smith,
many other men come (o mind who hold important
positions of power in New York State. They deal
with the women in a spirit of most deferential cour-
tesy; but as many of us know, they heartily dislike
the idea of women mixing in politics, are antagonistic
to those who are active, and can be depended upon to
do all in their power to render the women's influence
negative.

Beneath the veneer of courtesy and outward show
of consideration universally accorded women, there is
a widespread male hostility—age-old, perhaps—against
sharing with them any actual control.

How many excuses haven't T heard for not giving
nominations to women! “Oh, she wouldn’t like the
kind of work she'd have to do!” Or, “You know
she wouldn't like the people she'd have to associate
with—that's not a job for a nice, refined woman.”
Or more usually: “You see, there is so little patron-
age nowndays. We must give every appointment the
most careful consideration. We've got to consider the
good of the party.” “The good of the party” elimi-
nates women!

When no women are present at the meetings, (he

Three of Mrs. Roosevelt’s children.

leaders are more outspoken. (Continued on page 141 )
79
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WOMEN

THE GAME AS

MUST LEARN TO PLAY

MEN DO

( Continued from page 79)

“No, we're not going to have any woman
on the ticket," declared one leader according
to a report once made to me. “Those fool
women ‘are always making trouble, anyway.
We wont have any we don't have to have,
and if we have one, let's get onc we under-
stand."

It is a strong and liberal man, indeed, who
speaks on behalf of the women at those secret
conclaves, and endeavors to have them fairly
treated.

To many women who fought so long and
so valiantly for suffrage, what has happened
has been most discouraging. For one reason
or another, most of the leaders who carried
the early fight to success have dropped out
of politics. This has been in many ways un-
fortunate. Among them were women with
gifts of real leadership. They were excep-
tional and high types of women, idealists
concerned in carrving a cause to victory, with
no idea of personal advancement or gain,
In iact, attaining the vote was only part of
a program for equal rights—an external ges-
ture toward economic independence, and
social and spiritual equality with men.

When the franchise was finally achieved,
their interest was not held by any ambition
for political preferment or honors. To learn
the intricate machinery of politics and play
the men's game left them cold. The routine
of political office held no appeal. One of the
most prominent of those early crusaders to-
day gives her energies to campaigning for
world peace. By nature a propagandist, it
would be impossible to interest her in either
of the major parties, Another woman, who
donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to
the cause, frankly admits she has never
even cast a vote. She considers the situa-
tion, with women coping with men in the
leading parties, utterly hopeless. Like many
others, she regards suffrage as an cmpty
victory, equal rights a travesty, and the
vote a gesture without power,

An extreme point of view, in my opinion.
There is a method—and not the one advo-
cated by certain militants who hold aloof
from party politics—by which, I believe,
the end of a fair representation and share
in control may be attained.

Personally, I do not believe in a Woman's
Party. A woman's ticket could never pos-
sibly succeed. And to crystalize the Issues
on the basis of sex-opposition would only
further antagonize men, congeal their age-old
prejudices, and widen the chasm of existing
differences.

HDW. then, can we bring the men leaders
to concede participation in party af-
fairs, adequate representation and real po-
litical equality?

Our means is to elect, accept and back
women political bosses,

To organize as women, but within the
parties, in districts, counties and States just
as men organize, and to pick efficient Jeaders
—any two or three in each State—whom we
will support and by whose decisions we will
abide. With the power of unified women
voters behind them, such women bosses
would be in a position to talk in terms of
“husiness” with the men leaders; their voices
would be heard, because their authority and
the elective power they could command
would have to be recognized.

Women are today ignored largely because
they have no banded unity under

ERHAPS the word “boss" may shock
s ears, To many it will conjure
all that is unhealthy and corrupt in our
political machinery. Yet when 1 speak of
women bosses, 1 mean bosses actually in
the sense that men are bosses. The term
boss does not necessarily infer what it once
did. Palitics have been purged of many of
the corruptions prevalent a quarter of a cen-
tury ago. In neither of the political parties
are there many, if any, such bosses, great
or small, as were such common types in the
hevday of Quay and Tweed. As things are
today, the boss is a leader, often an enlight-
ened, high-minded leader, who retains little
of the qualities imputed by the old use of
this obnoxious word, but who still exercises
authority over his district. I therefore use
the word, as it is the word men understand,

1f women believe they have a right and
duty in political life today, they must learn
to talk the language of men, They must
not only master the phraseology, but also
understand the machinery which men have
built up through years of practical experi-
ence. Against the men bosses there must be
women bosses who can talk as equals, with
the backing of a coherent organization of
women voters behind them.

Vaters who are only voters, whether men
or women, are only the followers of leaders,
The important thing is the choosing of
leaders.

We must be fair, and admit the blame
for our present ineffectuality in politics does
not lie wholly with the men. If we are
still a negligible factor, ignored and neglected,
we must be prepared to admit in what we
have ourselves failed.

The trouble with many women is that they
wont work. They wont take up their jobs
as men do and put in seven or eight real
working hours a day. They lack knowledge,
and at that many wont take the pains to
study history, economics, political methods or
get out among human beings. If they take a
volunteer political job, it is a thing of con-
stant interruptions, with no sense of applica-
tion, concentration, business efficiency or
order. One of the reasons why men leaders
so often do not censider as important what a
woman says is that they do not feel sure she
has been active among the mass of women
voters and has learned what they want. In
fact, many women do make the mistake of
“talking out of a blue sky" instead of going
about, mixing with women, and getting their
point of view from close personal contact and
practical experience.  When a man leader
says his following want certain things, the
men higher up realize that he knows what
he is talking about, and that he has gone
through his district.

There are two classes of men in politics
—those for whom it is a game or relaxa-
tion, and those for whom it is bread and
butter. These latter are usually small office-
holding politicians, bosses of small groups of
men, Al their head are men who are deeply
interested for the good of their country as
they see it, and who often for patriotic rea-
sons hold government offices for a time. But
you will find as a rule that their first interest
is in some other carcer in which they have
made a name, worked their best and hardest,
and gained the wherewithal to live and sup-
port their families, Politics—public service
—is something apart.

Women are different. Many of them have

tative leaders and spokesmen capable of deal-
ing with the bosses controlling groups of
men whose votes they can “deliver.”” These
men bosses have the power of codrdinated
voters behind them. Our helplessness is that
of an incoherent anarchy.

no p 1 careers. If they go into poli-
tics it is uwsually because of some interest
which they realize is dependent on govern-
ment action. T know women who are in-
terested in education, in health conditions,
in the improvement of rural life, in social
problems, in housing, and all active in politics
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because they have come to realize by that
way they may further their particular cause.
Politics is less of a gameé to them because

| they haven't had the same training for games

as men, and their first contact with great
groups of people is an exciting and disturb-
ing experience, not to be taken lightly but
almost praverfully.

In this I am not speaking of the small
army of women who are trained in some
profession, some of whom hold minor politi-
cal offices, and a few of whom heold positions
of importance in the parties. Some of these
have attained the attitude of men, and meet
them on the same ground. Then there are
women, as there are men, who frankly are
in politics for what they can get out of it.
I remember well one woman who had worked
hard in an organization and was denied
recognition in the tangible way she desired—
namely, a paid job. Whereupon she an-
nounced she was going over to the opposing
political party, where, when they wished to
reward a worker, they created a job if one
was not available at the time!

This attitude is comparatively rare, how-
ever, because most women working in all
political organizations are volunteers. Their
motives for being volunteers may be mixed.
I am far from claiming that as a sex we have
a monopoly of disinterested desire to serve
our country. Human nature is much the
same in men and women. But the fact re-
mains that the great mass of women working
in political organizations all over this coun-
try are unpaid, and they are so far allowed
to do the detail work which bores the men.

N the average home a woman's job is full

of interruptions; and so, unless she sets
out to methodize her life, she is apt to go
through many waste motions. Now many
volunteer political workers come out of such
unorganized homes. When the children are
small, if they have little help in their homes,
the mothers cannot do outside work. But
as the children grow up—or in rare cases
before they are married—they may turn to
politics as an outside interest. If they are
of means and have more help at
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home, they may still have led disorganized
lives, for of necessity a home and children
make unexpected demands.

I should not want the average woman, or
the exceptional woman for that matter, who

The Red Book Magazine

for one reason or another could not do a
public job well, to take one at present. For
just now a woman must do better than a
man, for whatever she does in the public eye
reflects on the whole cause of women. There
are women in the United States I would
gladly see run for any office. But if we
cannot have the best I should prefer to wait
and prepare a little longer until women are
more ready to make a fine contribution to
public life in any office they might hold.

An old politician once objected: “Don’t
vou think these women Jose their allure, that
the bloom is just a little gone? Men are
no longer interested?”

Frankly, I don't know. I imagine the
answer is individual. It was once said that
men did not marry women who showed too
much intelligence. In my vouth 1 knew
women who hid their college degrees as if
they were one of the seven deadly sins. But
all that is passing, and so will pass many
other prejudices that have their origin in the

ancient tradition that women are a by-prode——

uct of creation.

Remember, women have voted just ten
years. They have held responsible positions
in big business enterprises only since the war,
to any great extent. The men at the head
of big business or controlling politics are
for the most part middle-aged men. Their
wives grew up in an era when no public
question was discussed in a popular manner,
when men talked politics over their wine or
cigars, and pulled their waistcoats down, on
joining the ladies, to talk music, or the play
or the latest scandal, Can you blame them
if the adjustment to modern conditions is
somewhat difficult ?

Certain women profess to be horrified at
the thought of women bosses bartering and
dickering in the hard game of politics with
men.  But many more women realize that
we are living in a material world, and that
politics cannot be played from the clouds.
To sum up, women must learn to play the
game as men do. If they po into politics,
they must stick to their jobs, respect the time
and work of others, master a knowledge of
history and human nature, learn diplomacy,
subordinate their likes and dislikes of the
moment and choose leaders to act for them
and to whom they will be loyal. They can
keep their ideals; but they must face facts
and deal with them practically.

MONEY OF

HER OWN

{Continued from page 72)

well as it could. “I don't think Philip Helm
would,” she said; “he didn't seem like that
to me. I thought he was terribly proud and
all that,”

“Well, he'll need to be,” said Botsford sar-
castically.

“Dick, I think you're awfully unfair."

“Oh, am I?" Botsiord was not to be
moved from his satisfaction.

“Get me a paper, will you?” he asked the
waiter.

They were dining at the Town Club, by
themselves. Lily and Botsford had been
making the best of each other lately, as if
they saw inevitable marriage in the distance.
But they were listless about it. . . . .

Dick leaned forward, the paper folded to
a long column on the front page.

“It's certainly got a headline. Eccentric
will of late David Ranger. Believed men
should earn own money. Niece gets large
estate. Hospital gains hundred thousand.”

“He must: have been rich!”

“Oh, he was. Why shouldn’t he be? He
never spent anything. I drove out tonight
with Will Cummings, who says that his prop-
erties in the copper country simply weren't
known. He was a great income-tax dodger,
old Ranger.”

“Go on,” said Lily. “Read the part about
Carol.”

“I'm coming to it. Here it is: ‘My niece,
Caroline Ranger, the rest of my estate, on
the condition that she shall retain control of
her own property and not give it in whole or
in any part to her spouse, whoever he may
be. " This must have been written be-
fore Carol was married.”

“I told you it wasn't because he had any-
thing against Philip Helm "

“Well, he must have guessed at him.
Here's the heavy part. ‘I do this in the be-
lief that every man should earn his own liv-
ing, regardless of the property of his wife,
and that no man shoulti’ depend on a woman
for his livelihood. T believe that marital
happiness and welfare is dependent on this—"
Say, he had quite a lot of beliefs, didn't
he, the old bozo?"

“What's the date of the will?” asked Lily,
amazingly intelligent.

“About fourteen months ago.”

“You see, it was before Carol was mar-
ried! My mother said tonight that she re-
membered that Mr. Ranger had a sister who
married a man and gave him what money
she had—they had a lot of trouble about it."

“Something bit Ranger,” said Dick. “Say,
do you want grouse? They've got that,

and some Chinese pheasant too—bootleg
this month.”
“All right. I don't see that the whole
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Eleanor Roosevelt

Standard Two: World History

reamble

We, the Peoples of the United Nations,

1. =-Considering #hat ignorance and contempt of human rights, have
Déclaration
des Droits been among the principal causes of the sufferings of humanity and,
de 1"Homme . Yl » e
inparticular, of the massacres which hewe poliuted the-Werld during

tivo World T.iar,e!; and

2. =.Jdhepsas there can be np peace unless human rights and freedoms

Pre
See, Draf{ are respected; and thers—een-be-md human freedom er dignity, unless
war and the threat of war )ts—abolished;—and
3+ = Whereas the imstituion of conditions wherein human beings,
harter and 5 ’
U.K. Draft free t0 speak amd believe, will be protected against fear and want
has been proclaimed as the supreme aim of the recent strife; and
4e =-Wheresas, 4n the Charter of-dume-26thi-1945, we have reaffirmed
Charter and
U.K Draft our faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of
of the human person and in equalityp—ef-ble rights of men and
women; and
5« = Whereas it is one of the purposes ofthe United Nations t
U.K. Draft
achieve internaticnal ccoperation in promoting and encouraging respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinection

to race, sex, language or religion; and

6, = Whereas the enjoyment of such rights and freedoms by al persons
U.EK. Draft
=must be protected by the Commenwealti. of-Nations and secured by

international as well as national laws;

Now, therefore, we the Peoples of the United Nations have resolved
to define in a solemn Declaration the essential rights a d fundamental
freedoms of man, so that this Declaration, being for ever present

to the minds of all members—of the huuan comminity, ma constantly

id them of their rights amd duties and that the United Hations
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Orgamtestion and the Member States may constantly apply the

principles so declared; and
Have therefore adepted the following Declaration:
CHAPTER I

Article 1 - Human beings belenging to the commnity of Hanidnd=are free, of

equal digrity and rights and mst consider themselves as boothers.

Article 2 = It is the duty of every community to #ivy each of its members

opportunity for the full development of hie-physical, intellectual

and-moral- personality, without—one being sacrificed to others,

gs cannot live dnd develop themselves without the hel

Article 5 - As human be

and support of the eommunity, each one owes to ‘the-commmnity
fundamental duties which are: cbedience to law, exercise of a useful
activity, willful pertieipation in bbligations and saerifices

demanded for the common good,

others.

@
~
[
c
=

AFtitle L - Thelrights of each.omamrc limited by t

Article 5 - Law is equal for all, It cemmamds to public authorities and judges

i
as well t is not prohibited by law
eanmot-|

CHAPTE:R II
The right to life and physical integrity.
Article 6 - Everyone has-bhe right to Life and [lysiesl integrity. No one,

even, when guilty, shall be subjected to torture, tr eruel

punishment or to indignity.

Personal Liberties

Article 7 - Everyone has the right to personal liberty.
Awk, & San, Nraft,
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Eleanor Roosevelt
Standard Three: Geography

May I have the distances between the following places

-

San Franclsco to Honolulu 20%S
Honolulu to Christmas Island IHSY
Christmas to Penryhn Island bl
Penryhn to Aitutaki "7"’5‘7 7"0
Attutaki to Tutuila, Samoa 1200
Bamoa to Fiji 6710
TIS

FiJl to New Caledonia :

,-f
New Caledonla to Auckland, N.Zealand 7/(;

Auckland to Wellington 240
Wellingtorn to Rotorua, N.Zealand j?b
Rotorua back to Auckland e /{0
Auckland to Sydney, Aust. /,-’L./S
i
Bydney to Canberra /60
e G
Canberra to Melbourne, Aust. i
— < [/ O
Melbanrne to Sydney j
Sydney to Rockhampton o
Rockhampton to Cairne - 510
Cairns to Brisbane s 7?0
Brisbane to New Caledonia = 7?‘?{
W A
New Caledonia to Efati and Espiritu Santo 9%
77 )
2 ( Espiritu to Guadalcanal, 520 _
& G % gt M)
Espirttn to Wallie and Chrietmas ,}-{0‘5‘ 3 "H / /\/\‘"J

Chrietmas Island to Honolulu | 158
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going to feel ashamed to have been so near Guadalcanal
and not to have gone there. I'1ll send the package to
Rose Franken's boy on New Guinea because in spite of my
pleas Gener al McArthur refuses to let me go there.

The Admirgl had e dinner tonight. There's a
full programme laid out for tomorrow as weather forecasts
are bad and we don‘t leave t1ll the next day for New

Zealand. This will go oft tomorrow.

My last letter wae written I think from Noumea
The Navy says this envelope will go from here soon by one
of their planes. You will now be seeing daily a chronicle
of my doings in the paper, but since they may be changed
or cut out I am sending you the copies. I sent Joe
two packages and a note from Noumea and tell Trude I
told the man who promised to see to their delivery that
the packages'Weevaluable .

The trip here was smooth and we ceme at once to
Wellington. The round is much the same daily -- hospitals,
Hed Crose clubs, camps, factories, etc. I did the important
broadcast tonight so that is behind me. Tomorrow night we
leave and go to receive a Maori welcome. <Tnen another
night by train t@ Auckland. The same round there. Jean
Macauley wired that her boy was in a hospital in Auckland
and I am trying to find out whick one. (I located him and
went to see him and reported back to his mother.)

Rotorua was an interestéfg experience. The leading
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citizen, Princess Te Puea met us. The head guide known as
Rangi wes at hand to escort us around the Maori area.
8he wanted to greet me in accordance with their custom
and asked my permission which of course I gave. The meaning
of this greeting 1is that you touch foreheads and intellect
speaks to intellect. She 1s really quite a brilliant woman
and really quite witty and said some things that interested
me very much and made us all laugh. The park is somewhat
like our Yellowstone in mingature end has geysers and hot
and cold springs. One area is used by the people for their
cooking. They have their own "holes" in which they put
their pots and I remavked that they were very trusting
and I wondered if no one ever stole from any one elsge. Where-
upon Rangl looked at me and said: "Our children are taught
never to steal", which made me feel there was somebhing
we could learn from the Maori. She gave me gn interesting
mask and a skirt made out of flax and took me to her home
which was quite delightrul and modern in every way. Some
of owr party went to see the fish which like everything
else in New Zealand, though they were imported from the
United States, are now saild to be the biggest fish of
whatever variety you msy look at, to be found anywhere
in the world. These were trout, I think, of a size which
would 'astonish any fisherman at home.

in the evening they put on a dance for us and
sang some of the Maori songs. It was a very colorrul

occasion and I can quite well understand how much our troops
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have enjoyed being enter tained by them. The Maoris invited
them in groups of 300 or more, fed them, gave them a place
To rest in the council hall, and entertained them on Bundays
Irom the first landing in New Zealand. I am sure that there are
a great many of our boys who will go home with a real sense
of gratitude for the hospitalltly these people have shown
them. lMany of the Maori women work in factories and on
Terms throughout New Zealand ana they are strong and hedlthy.
They have little charms which they glve their men when they
go of'l’ to war and the superstitition is that they will
return as long as they keep this charm. I obtained several
or these little charms and they will be pretty trinkets to
give to people whom one hopes very much to see again.
(Photos were taken of the greeting which caused a great
deal of adverse comment after 1 got home.)

On the third we will go to Australia and I'll
be there until the 16th and then back to Noumea and I still
hope to Guadalecanal. I will be seversl days late in getting
pack to San Francisco but as I have no word from anyone I
wonder 1I' they are keeping you informed of my whereabouts.
Be sure to arrange for my trip acroes to Washington or to
New York via James if he i1s home. I feel a hundred years
away as though I were moving in a diffrerent and totally
unattached world. I don't 1like it much, 1t 1s a pivy to
be doing this ween the zest for things 1s eo largely gone.
1% 1s terribly depressing too I guess, though one }an't
conscious of it at the time.

Everyone is more than kind. Do tell C.R. (Smith)
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and FDR that George Durna 1s most though®ful and helpful
and I hope F. will write him a letter and tell him how
mucn I appreciaste all he is doing.

The Hed Cross needs more people to do the work out
here. They need gquicker action on cases. They need an
understanding that the Navy snd Army are set up dif ferently
and require a different set up.

George Carlin (United Feature Syndicate) cabled
ine today for copy and I can't imagine what has happened
since I've been sending right along, filed two columns on

arrival here and another on each day.

September 1lst - Auckland

I am sending itineraries and the columns cover all
activities, so a diary seems hardly worth while. I wrote
several personal letters today and I'll try to get others
off in the near future.

A radio came from FDR today saying the Quebec
cont'erence was successful. Elliott was still home and
the reaction to my trip favorable, but F. never reads the
unfavorable people so I'm anxlious to hear from you. I
wonder if I ever willl

Every minute of every day is filled and every
evening but I'm fine and nearly half the time is behind
me. I dread Australia and there are so many speeches I'll
be telked out., George Durno tells me if he thinks things
are well received or not, snd thag hss been helpful/

Not having you to watch audiences is a drawback. The mail
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

F CURLTY ADMINISTRATION
Arthurdale, West Va. IN REPLY REFER TO
September 18, 1937

EARLT RO NS TR TIC

Mrs..Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

The following is the employment report of the|Arthurdal ity
for the week ending : September 18, 1937

Arthurdale Association
Homesteaders-——=—=====a== @
Sons, daughters & Wives-- 11

Management Division
Homesteaders-=-==creceneea 51

Homesteaders making

school furniture-~--=-----= 18

Employed off Project
Homesteaderg-—==-=---= - RIBO

Vacuum Clesner Plant
Homesteaders----======w- o*

Shirt Factory
Wives, daughers arfd a

son of homesteaders----- 30

*Closed down while changing models; expect to open around Oct lst.

Sincerely yours,
Ve - ——
Y/ A

._.r"/‘,( & At .’/: 4 /'i'/'v';'/‘-’.

Glenn R. Work,

Acting Community Manager
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February 26, 1933, ;
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d am afraid that 1 “91; ever been a ver)
useful member of the/Daughters of the
Anmerican Revolutlion, so1I know it will

) ! KX "'11 3 1
make very little difference to you whether
i resign, o1 diether L continue to be a

member of your orgzanization,

However, 1 am in complete disagreement

wrd § B by - &= 4 - 1 ¥ ot an s = ia -~

A Lil LOE SLiliiuae vaken 4in reiusing

e 2+ 4 11 T § g 1 & o r s o & ol
Congtitullion Hall to a greal artist,
You have set an example which ssems to

me unlortunate, and I feel obliged to
SE€NQ 41 o jyoOu Yy resignal

3 ) g ion, You
had an opportunity to lead in an enligh-
tened way and it scems to me that your

-~

4 realize that wmany people will noi agree
ith me, out feeling as I deo this seenms
to me the only proper procedure %o
follow,

Very sincerely yours



