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Teachable Moments in Your Classroom

The Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum’s Education Department is proud to present this fourteen 
part curriculum guide titled, Teachable Moments: World War II. This guide has been developed for teachers 
as a multi-purpose teaching tool. It contains material appropriate for students in all grade levels from 4th-
12th grade, and beyond.

The guide is centered on fourteen short film segments which are the core of the “teachable moments.” These 
were created by the Pare Lorentz Center from archival film footage and still photographs culled from the 
holdings of the Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum; part of the National Archives and Records 
Administration. With more than 17 million pages of documents, it is the world’s premier research center for 
the study of the Roosevelt era.  

The segments are suitable for classroom viewing and are designed to provide a short, concise presentation 
of an historic topic or event. Each is supported with a transcript of the segment’s script and is accompanied 
by a set of short answer questions. Copies of historic primary source documents, each with its own set of 
in-depth questions, are provided to give students experience gathering and interpreting information from a 
variety of primary sources.

When viewed in sequence the teachable moments’ segments tell the story of the world’s most deadly and 
destructive conflict. When viewed selectively, they can be used as points of departure to highlight the 
current connections between the issues and concerns we face in our own times and those that were faced in 
the times of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.

For example:

Tab 7: December 7, 1941: A Date which will Live in Infamy - offers a useful parallel between the surprise 
attack on December 7, 1941 and the surprise attack on September 11, 2001.

Tab 8:  Japanese American Internment - offers an intriguing historic case study about the importance of 
protecting civil rights against racial profiling, an issue that is still very much alive today.

Tab 9:  The Home Front - explores how the war created economic opportunity for women and minorities, 
and helped encourage the growth, importance, and influence of labor unions: issues we still grapple with 
today.

We are sure you will find other ways to use this material to highlight important historic and contemporary 
events for your classes. Any questions you may have regarding this guide can be addressed by the Library’s 
education specialist at Jeffrey.urbin@nara.gov or (845) 486-7761.
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Teachable Moments: World War II
Combining Documents and Documentaries for Use in the Classroom

This curriculum package is aimed at meeting two goals. The first is to help students realize that, at 
the most basic level, understanding an event in history uses the same skills as understanding any 
story. There are protagonists, antagonists, settings, plots, and themes that all combine to complete 
a narrative. Pare Lorentz, FDR’s ground-breaking film maker, was one of the first to recognize 
the power of a compelling story - as told through film - to educate and inform mass audiences of 
important social issues and concerns. 

The second goal is to familiarize students with the use of primary sources, especially vintage 
film clips, and to train them in using documents, and documentary film based historical research 
techniques. Interpreting historical documentary film and documents helps students gain a better 
understanding of history as the rich tapestry that it is, rather than a series of loosely connected facts, 
dates, and events. It also helps them to develop and refine their critical thinking skills.

This guide contains a series of fourteen sections relating to events surrounding World War II. Each 
section is comprised of:

• a short documentary film segment compiled from the audio visual archives of the 
Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

• a transcript of the film segment’s script
• relevant vocabulary words
• short answer questions relating to the film segments
• one to five primary source documents from the archival collection of the Roosevelt 

Presidential Library and Museum
• document based questions
• document analysis worksheets for film diagramming, written documents, photographs, 

and political cartoons

This guide is made possible through a grant from the New York Community Trust.
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PARE LORENTZ: FDR’S FILM MAKER

Documents and Documentaries for Use in Today’s Classroom

Who was Pare Lorentz?

Pare Lorentz was born on December 11, 1905 in Clarksburg, West Virginia and graduated from Buckhannon 
High School in 1921. He attended West Virginia Wesleyan University for a year and in 1923 transferred 
to West Virginia University where he became the editor of the University’s humor magazine, Moonshine. 
Within a year he was hired by the popular humor magazine, Judge, and soon after became the magazine’s 
motion picture critic.

Before long he was writing film critiques for the New York Evening Journal, Vanity Fair, Town and Country, 
and later McCalls. Pare Lorentz was not afraid to hold an unpopular position and his film reviews were 
known for their directness and honesty. He strongly believed that movies held enormous potential for 
advancing social justice and education, two qualities he felt were being stifled in Hollywood by corporate 
and commercial interests.

Fascinated by the Roosevelt presidency, Pare Lorentz tried unsuccessfully to raise funds to produce a film 
titled The Roosevelt Year. He described the film’s concept as a “Newsreel of the tragic events that were going 
on in our country…including foreclosures on homes, dispossession of farms, and the failure of [the] banks.” 
Unable to raise the necessary funds, he converted the concept to a book which was published in 1934 
under the same title. A year later he was introduced to Rex Tugwell, Roosevelt’s chief of the Resettlement 
Administration. Together they planned to make eighteen “films of merit” which were to be produced by 
the federal government and of sufficient quality to be shown on commercial screens. The two most famous 
films to come from this project were: The Plow That Broke the Plains and The River.

You can learn more about the life and work of Pare Lorentz by visiting us online at:

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu
www.parelorentzcenter.org
www.youtube.com/fdrlibrary
www.facebook.com/PareLorentzCenterattheFDRPresidentialLibrary

or by contacting the Library’s Education Specialist at 845-486-7761.
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PARE LORENTZ: FDR’S FILM MAKER

Using Documentary Film to Improve Document Analysis

History as a Narrative; a Story

Pare Lorentz understood the importance and power of a well told story. If we consider that history exists 
as a narrative; that is a story; it would stand to reason that any person who can understand a story can 
understand an historic narrative.  

A story has a beginning: where we are introduced to the setting, the main characters - protagonists (generally 
considered the “good guys”) and antagonists (generally considered the “bad guys”) - supporting characters, 
the theme, tone, and mood.
 
A story has a middle
other and then struggle to resolve it.

A story has an end

Stories Teach Us Lessons

An historic narrative exists with elements that we are all familiar with from a young age. These elements 
when placed in an historic context and carefully examined (as a detective would examine clues while trying 
to solve a crime) can teach us many lessons about our past and perhaps our future. As children we are 
read and told stories as a form of entertainment, yet from these stories we were taught many lessons. For 
example, the wise pig builds his home from bricks, not twigs or grass.
  
A key difference is that unlike a story, an historic narrative is not read by a narrator or played out through a 
script; it unfolds through the deeds (actions) of many players and is told by primary source documents (the 
records of those actions). The records, like pieces of a puzzle, must be carefully examined, compared, and 
brought together as a whole in order for a clearer and more meaningful understanding of an historic event to 
emerge.
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Index of Segments and Documents

Tab 1: Document Analysis Worksheets
Worksheets:
• Film Diagramming Worksheet
• Written Document Analysis Worksheet
• Photograph Analysis Worksheet
• Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

Tab 2: Prelude to War
Documents:
• Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
• Political cartoon, “Dr. Roosevelt’s Prescription,” Portland (Ore.) Journal, October 6, 1937.
• Political cartoon, “No One Can Be Sure,” Chicago (Ill.) News, October 31, 1936.

Tab 3: Reluctant Neutral
Documents:
• Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
• Political cartoon, “Which is the best way of Securing National Unity,” Chicago, Ill. Tribune, 

October 22, 1940.

Tab 4: Arsenal of Democracy
Documents:
• Transcript of HR 1776, the Lend-Lease Act, 1941 (U.S. National Archives and Records 

Administration).
• Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials, 

undated. 
• Political cartoon, “Sky Writing,” Washington, D.C. Post, November 1, 1940.

Tab 5: Trouble in Asia
Documents:
• Excerpt of memoranda from the Papers of Sumner Welles, referencing the freezing of Japanese 

assets in the U.S., July 1941.
• Telegram to President Roosevelt from Governor Charles Sprague, suggesting that the U.S. take a 

strong position against Japanese aggression in Asia, February, 20, 1941.
• Political cartoon, “A Modern Nursery Rhyme,” Christian Science Monitor, Boston, MA, 

December 5, 1941.
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Tab 6: The Four Freedoms
Documents:
• Excerpt from President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Four Freedoms” speech, January 6, 1941.
• “Freedom from Fear” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
• “Freedom from Want” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
• “Freedom of Speech” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
• “Freedom of Worship” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.

Tab 7: December 7, 1941: A Date Which Will Live in Infamy
Documents:
• Map of the 1941 Pearl Harbor attack, including the routes of Japanese carrier strike forces and 

submarine units, undated.
• Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarks regarding the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.
• President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
• Political cartoon, [untitled], Washington D.C. Star, December 11, 1941.
• Political cartoon, “Taxpayer’s Prayer,” N.Y. Sun, New York, January 9, 1942.

Tab 8: War!
Documents:
• Telegram from Ambassador Bullitt to the President regarding Germany’s attacks on France, May 

14, 1940.
• FDR’s bedside note recording his notification of Germany’s invasion of Poland, September 1, 

1939, 3:05 A.M.
• Telegram to the President from Joseph Kennedy reporting the need for more war supplies in 

Britain, May 15, 1940.

Tab 9: Japanese American Internment
Documents:
• U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942.
• Wartime Civil Control Committee Broadside, “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese Ancestry,” 

April 1, 1941.

Tab 10: The Home Front
Documents:
• President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s war ration book cover, undated.
• Memo to Franklin D. Roosevelt, from Wilson Brown, explaining that his son, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, Jr. was not harmed in the attack on the USS Mayrant, July 29, 1943.
• Application for a gasoline ration card, Office of Price Administration, undated.
• War Manpower Committee poster, “Longing won’t bring him home sooner…Get a War Job!” undated.
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Tab 11: Towards Racial Equality
Documents:
• U.S. Executive Order 8802 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on June 25, 1941.
• Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
• Photograph of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and “Chief” Charles Alfred Anderson, 1941.

Tab 12: The Holocaust
Documents:
• Letter to Eleanor Roosevelt regarding the situation in Germany, July 24, 1935.
• Political cartoon, “The 10-Year Book Shelf,” Philadelphia P.A. Record, January 30, 1943.

Tab 13: The Atomic Bomb
Documents:
• Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2, 

1939.
• “Tube Alloys” memo regarding President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill’s discussion 

about the use of the Atomic bomb against the Japanese, September 18, 1944.

Tab 14: The United Nations
Documents:
• President Roosevelt’s sketch of UN, November 30, 1943.
• Political cartoon (Eleanor Roosevelt), “A Tree Grows in Manhattan,” undated.
• FDR’s proposed list of nations that would be included in the United Nations with his notations 

that certain countries be listed on their own, not as part of the British Empire, undated.
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Analysis Worksheets for Use in the Classroom
We have prepared four worksheets for you to download, copy, and use with your students. These sheets 
were prepared by National Archives staff in Washington and modified by the Education Department of the 
Roosevelt Presidential Library to be used as guides for students as they examine and extract information 
from primary source material. 

• Film Diagramming Worksheet – for use with films and videos

• Written Document Analysis Worksheet – for use with documents such as letters, reports, newspapers, 
                                                                         magazines, certificates and so forth

• Photograph Analysis Worksheet – for use with photographs

• Cartoon Analysis Worksheet – for use with political cartoons
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Cartoon Analysis Worksheet
1) Carefully study the cartoon for two minutes. Form an overall impression of the cartoon and examine  
    individual elements contained therein. List the people, objects and symbols found in the cartoon.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2) What (if any) words appear in the cartoon? Which of these words appear to be most significant? Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3) What is the date of the cartoon? ________________________________________________________

4) To what issue is the artist seeking to bring attention? _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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5) What statement or point-of-view does the artist seem to be making or taking? What is his/her message? 
        

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

6) Explain why you agree or disagree with the artist’s statement or point-of-view?  __________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

7) Compare the issue or concern portrayed in the cartoon to one we face today. ____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Photograph Analysis Worksheet
1) Carefully study the photograph for two minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then 

examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new 
details become visible. List the people, objects, and activities found in this photograph. _______________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2) Based on what you have observed above, list 3 things you might infer from this photograph. ___________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3) What questions does this photograph raise in your mind? _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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4) Write two or three sentences that describe what you think happened in the moments immediately      
     preceding the creation of the photograph. ___________________________________________________
     
      ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

5) Write two or three sentences that describe what you think happened in the moments immediately    
     following the creation of the photograph. ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

6) Write a caption for the photograph. ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Page 2 of 2



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Film Diagramming Worksheet

Subject, Topic, or Event Title: _______________________________________________________________

The Beginning

1) What is the Setting?  Date:                               Place: ___________________________________________

2) What is the mood or tone? _______________________________________________________________

3) Who is/are the Protagonist(s)? _____________________________________________________________

4) Who is/are the Antagonist(s)? _____________________________________________________________

The Middle

1) Source/nature of the conflict: _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What is the pace/tempo of events? _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The End

1) How was the conflict resolved? ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What consequences resulted from the way the conflict was resolved? _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) Describe an alternative way the conflict might have been resolved. _______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) How might the conflict have been avoided in the first place? ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Written Document Analysis Worksheet
1) Type of Document (Check one):

___Newspaper ___Map ___Advertisement
___Letter ___Telegram ___Congressional Record
___Patent ___Press Release ___Census Report
___Memorandum ___Report ___Other

2) Unique Physical Qualities of the Document (Check one or more):

___Interesting Letterhead ___Notations
___Handwritten ___“Received” Stamp
___Typed ___Other Types of Stamps
___Seals ___Other

3)  Date(s) of Document: ________________________________________________________________

4)  Position of Author (or Creator) of the Document:  ______________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

5)  For what Audience was the Document intended? ____________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________
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6)  Document Information

     A. List three things you think are important about the document:

  _______________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________
 
  _______________________________________________________________________________
 

     B. Why do you think this document was created? What evidence supports this?
  

  _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

     C. List two things the document tells you about the life and times of its author/creator.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

     D. Write a question to the author that you think is left unanswered by the document.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________
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Prelude to War

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

World-wide economic problems helped to fuel the tensions that led to World War II. 

Film Script

Quote 1: 

“So first of all let me assert my firm belief, that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself…” 
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

When Franklin Roosevelt took office in 1933, Americans were struggling to survive in a world churning 
with economic problems and increasing tension and aggression overseas.

As the Great Depression engulfed the globe, millions experienced hard times; they lost their jobs, their 
savings, and their ability to provide for their families. 

In democratic countries political gridlock and bickering hampered efforts to resolve the economic crisis. 
In some countries authoritarian dictators such as Hitler in Germany, Mussolini in Italy, and the new military 
government in Japan, took advantage of the fear and chaos, and came to power promising solutions backed 
by military power and territorial expansion. 

Quote 2:

“It seems to be unfortunately true that the epidemic of world lawlessness is spreading.” 
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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Short Answer Questions

1) What did Franklin Roosevelt mean when he said we had ‘nothing to fear but fear itself?’ ______________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What problems did Franklin Roosevelt face when he became president in 1933? _____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What impact did the Great Depression have on families? _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) What hampered the government’s efforts to address and solve the economic problems facing the United 
States?  ________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) In what ways did authoritarian dictatorships take advantage of the economic problems in their countries?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary 

Great Depression - period of severe economic hardship lasting in the United States from 1929 to 1941

Political gridlock - inaction caused by the inability of political groups or parties to compromise and/or 
agree on a course of action

Authoritarian dictators -leaders who demand and exercise total control over their people

Adolf Hitler - Chancellor of Germany from 1933-1945, creator and head of the Nazi Party

Benito Mussolini -Fascist Dictator of Italy from 1922 to 1943 
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Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) Review President Roosevelt’s May 7, 1933 “Fireside Chat” and underline the sections where he describes 
how the declining economic conditions in the United States could impact our national institutions, spiritual 
values, American political traditions, and national resources and infrastructure. _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What does the President propose to do to improve our economic conditions and thus reduce the 
threat to national institutions, spiritual values, American political traditions, and national resources and 
infrastructure? ___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Document 2:

1) How does the cartoon “Dr. Roosevelt’s Prescription” indicate FDR’s attitudes and awareness of the danger 
of European dictatorships in the 1930s? _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3: 

1) How does the cartoon “No One Can be Sure” underscore Roosevelt’s concerns? _____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What do the tattered clothes hanging from the cliff’s side represent? ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
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DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
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DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
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DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
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DOCUMENT 2 - Political cartoon, “Dr. Roosevelt’s Prescription,” Portland (Ore.) Journal, October 6, 1937.
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DOCUMENT 3 - Political cartoon, “No One Can Be Sure,” Chicago (Ill.) News, October 31, 1936.
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Reluctant Neutral

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

Though President Roosevelt recognized the threat posed by the Axis Powers, most Americans were more 
concerned with their own economic hardships. Many still had haunting memories of the horrors of World 
War I and were reluctant to become involved in another European conflict.

Film Script

Quote 1: 

“When Peace is broken anywhere the peace of all countries everywhere is in danger… This nation will 
remain a neutral nation, but I cannot ask that every American remain neutral in thought as well.” 
                                                                                                                                       - Franklin D. Roosevelt

The outbreak of war in Europe came after years of trying to peacefully appease Hitler. Roosevelt watched 
the developments with increasing concern.

Most Americans felt protected by the vast oceans separating us from the conflicts in Europe and Asia.  
Remembering the horrific loss of American lives in the First World War, and still suffering from the effects 
of the Great Depression, Americans were focused more on their own hardships than the conflicts emerging 
overseas.

But Roosevelt recognized the grave danger the Axis Powers posed to America’s security. He believed that 
our best defense was to aid nations that were fighting Hitler.  

Isolationists argued America should look to its own defenses rather than aid other nations. At the time 
the U.S. military was woefully unprepared for war. Neutrality laws passed by Congress during the 1930s 
prohibited the sale of American arms to warring nations. These factors placed limits on FDR’s ability to act.

Quote 2:

“Our neutrality laws may operate unevenly and unfairly, may actually give aid to an aggressor and deny it 
to the victim.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Short Answer Questions

1) What was President Roosevelt’s attitude concerning the events in Europe? _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What was the average American’s attitude concerning the events in Europe? ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) Why was the United States so reluctant to enter World War II? ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) What factors limited President Roosevelt’s ability to act? _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) What were the Neutrality Acts? ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6) What arguments did the isolationists use to defend their point of view? ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

7) What arguments did FDR use to defend his point of view? ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Appease - to bring peace, usually by buying off or giving in to an aggressor by concessions often made at 
the sacrifice of principles

Axis Powers - the aggressor nations during WWII: Germany, Japan and Italy

Isolationist - a policy of keeping to one’s self, refraining from joining alliances or partnerships

Neutrality - not aligned with any particular side in a conflict
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WORLD WAR IITHE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) Review President Roosevelt’s September 3, 1939 radio address to the nation. How does FDR describe 
how well the American people are informed? What does he want them to do when they see or hear fresh 
information? ____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What does FDR mean when he says that “When the peace has been broken anywhere, peace of all 
countries everywhere is in danger?” How true is that in today’s world? ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) FDR asks for “national unity.” At the same time he expresses the idea, “I cannot ask that every American 
remain neutral as well.” Isn’t this a contradiction? _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2:

1) Describe the two points of view depicted in the cartoon “Which is the best way of securing national 
unity.” _________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Compare the clothing of the two men featured in the cartoon. What groups of people do the two styles 
represent? ______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD WAR IITHE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL

DOCUMENT 1 - Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
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WORLD WAR IITHE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL

DOCUMENT 2 - Political cartoon, “Which is the best way of Securing National Unity,” Chicago, Ill. Tribune, October 22, 1940.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Arsenal of Democracy
Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

During times of war nations enter into alliances and cooperate in ways that they might not have during times of 
peace.

Film Script

Quote 1: 

“We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. We must 
apply ourselves to our task with the same resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism 
and sacrifice as we would show were we at war.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

From September 1, 1939 through the fall of 1941, FDR worked to loosen the grip of America’s Neutrality 
Acts, which barred U.S. weapon sales to warring nations. 

Cautiously, but deliberately, he pursued a policy of aiding first Great Britain and then the Soviet Union in 
their war with Germany and Italy.

In the spring of 1940 German armies had swept across Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, and Belgium. In 
June, France collapsed. Suddenly, Britain stood alone. 

FDR responded by increasing military spending and supporting a peacetime draft. He arranged a deal to 
give Britain 50 aged American destroyers in exchange for leases to British bases in the Atlantic. 

In December 1940, having received sobering news from Winston Churchill that Britain was nearly bankrupt 
and could no longer pay for U.S. weapons and supplies, Roosevelt declared America “must be the great 
arsenal of democracy.” 

He continued selling Britain arms despite warnings that America’s own military was under-equipped and 
put forth a proposal to “lend” or “lease” war materials to the British. 

At every step, FDR had to contend with deep-seated American fears of involvement in the war. 

He also had to manage a growing crisis in the Pacific, where Japan was expanding its empire into China and 
threatening Southeast Asia. These twin crises put Roosevelt’s intellectual and political skills to a stern test. 

FDR sometimes stretched the limits of executive power to respond to this extraordinary situation. Critics 
charged he exceeded those limits. 

Quote 2: 

“At this time, when the world is threatened with forces of destruction, it is my resolve, and yours, to build up 
our armed defense.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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WORLD WAR IITHE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY

Short Answer Questions

1) How seriously was Britain being threatened in the spring of 1940? ________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What did the phrase ‘Arsenal of Democracy’ mean to most Americans? ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) Why did FDR decide to ‘lend’ and ‘lease’ weapons to Britain? ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) Why couldn’t FDR just sell or give the material to Britain? ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) What might have been the consequences if Britain had not secured help from the United States? ________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Arsenal - storage area for weapons and munitions

Neutrality Acts - laws passed in 1935 and 1937 which prohibited loans and sale of war implements to 
warring nations

Patriotism - sense of loyalty, duty, and support for one’s country
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WORLD WAR IITHE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) How did bill HR 1776 enable FDR to provide the weapons Britain needed and still maintain our 
neutrality? Indicate the specific parts of HR 1776:  ______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Why were American citizens so determined to remain neutral? __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITHE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY

Document 2: 

1) What kinds of war materials did the United States “lend” to our allies? Why were these so valuable to 
them and expendable to us? ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3:

1) Describe how the political cartoon articulates the fear of placing too much power with the chief executive.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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DOCUMENT 1 - Transcript of HR 1776, the Lend-Lease Act, 1941 (U.S. National Archives and Records Administration).
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DOCUMENT 2 - Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials, undated.
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WORLD WAR IITHE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY

DOCUMENT 3 - Political cartoon, “Sky Writing,” Washington, D.C. Post, November 1, 1940.



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Trouble in Asia

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

Japan’s desperate need for resources (especially oil) drove its conquest to dominate all of Asia, while 
recognizing that only the United States stood in its way. 

Film Script

Quote 1:

“I tell the American people solemnly that the United States will never survive as a happy and fertile oasis of 
liberty surrounded by a cruel desert of dictatorship.” -Franklin D. Roosevelt

While FDR struggled to assist the British and Soviets, he also confronted a growing crisis in Asia.
During the 1930s, Japan began expanding its borders, occupying Manchuria and then mounting a full-scale 
invasion of China in 1937. In September 1940, after the fall of France, Japan signed a mutual defense pact 
with Germany and Italy.

America had long opposed Japanese aggression. In July 1941, when Japan moved to occupy all of French 
Indo-China, FDR sharpened that opposition. He froze Japan’s assets in the United States and banned 
Japanese purchase of American oil. Without this oil, Japan’s military would soon grind to a halt. 

Japan’s leaders faced a choice - end their aggression or confront the United States. During the summer of 
1941, they began secret preparations for war.  

Quote 2:

“In these days we cannot save freedom with pitchforks and muskets alone after a dictator combination has 
gained control of the rest of the world.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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WORLD WAR IITROUBLE IN ASIA

Short Answer Questions

1) What was Japan doing throughout the 1930s? ________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What did Japan do in 1937? ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What did Japan do in September of 1940? ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) What was FDR’s response to Japan’s move to occupy all of French Indo-China? _____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) What choice did Japanese leaders face near the end of 1941? ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Mutual Defense Pact - agreement between two or more nations to provide military assistance when faced 
with aggression

Occupy - to seize or take possession of something or someplace

Freeze assets - to legally prevent access to resources such as cash, real estate, and equipment
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WORLD WAR IITROUBLE IN ASIA

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) In the July 1941 statement, what clear message is woven into the two paragraphs of official sounding 
diplomatic talk? __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2:

1) In the February 20, 1941 telegram, what are the concerns being voiced by the states along the American 
West Coast in regard to Japanese aggression?  __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What other steps might the President have taken to prevent Japanese aggression? ____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3:

1) Describe how the December 5, 1941 political cartoon expresses Japanese aggression toward the United 
States. What is the reaction by FDR?  Would this cartoon be considered appropriate today? Why or why not?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITROUBLE IN ASIA

DOCUMENT 1 - Excerpt of memoranda from the Papers of Sumner Welles, referencing the freezing of 
Japanese assets in the U.S., July 1941.
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WORLD WAR IITROUBLE IN ASIA

DOCUMENT 2 - Telegram to President Roosevelt from Governor Charles Sprague, suggesting that the U.S. 
take a strong position against Japanese aggression in Asia, February, 20, 1941.
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WORLD WAR IITROUBLE IN ASIA

DOCUMENT 3 - Political cartoon, “A Modern Nursery Rhyme,” Christian Science Monitor, Boston, MA, 
December 5, 1941.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Four Freedoms

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding 

FDR saw World War II as a fight to defend democracy and ensure basic human freedoms across the world.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“The world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries working together in a friendly civilized 
society.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Even before America entered the World War II, FDR saw the conflict as a struggle to defend freedom 
around the world. In his January 6, 1941 Annual Message to Congress, Roosevelt clearly laid out his vision 
for the post war period. “In future days which we seek to make secure,” he declared, “we look forward to a 
world founded on four essential human freedoms.” He defined these as: “freedom of speech and expression; 
freedom of every person to worship God in his own way; freedom from want; and freedom from fear.” Two 
years later these freedoms were immortalized in a series of paintings by Norman Rockwell.

Quote 2:

“Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

Short Answer Questions

1) What is meant by the film’s assertion that FDR saw WWII as a ‘struggle to defend freedom around the 
world?’ _________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What were the four essential freedoms FDR spoke of? _________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What did FDR mean by the terms ‘freedom from want’ and ‘freedom from fear?’ ___________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) How are these freedoms being threatened in the world today? ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Speech and expression - the ability to communicate ideas and beliefs freely without fear of punishment

Want - to lack, to have too little of the basic comforts of life 

Fear - feeling of anxiety caused by the threat of danger, pain, or loss

Norman Rockwell - renowned illustrator and painter of idyllic scenes representing simple American life
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) If FDR asked you to come up with a Fifth Freedom, what would you suggest he add? _________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Are FDR’s comments as relevant today as they were in 1941? Give at least one example proving or 
disproving your point. _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Page 1 of 2
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

Documents 2-5:

1) Ask your students to illustrate the Four Freedoms by drawing a picture of each of the freedoms in action. 
Then ask them to locate the paintings that Norman Rockwell did for each. How do they compare? _________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Ask your students to select one of the Office of War Information posters that feature Rockwell’s Four 
Freedoms paintings. What feelings, emotions, and ideas are raised? Have them share and compare their 
impressions with the rest of the class. _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

DOCUMENT 1 - Excerpt from President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Four Freedoms” speech, January 6, 1941.
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

DOCUMENT 2 - “Freedom from Fear” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

DOCUMENT 3 - “Freedom from Want” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

DOCUMENT 4 - “Freedom of Speech” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
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WORLD WAR IITHE FOUR FREEDOMS

DOCUMENT 5 - “Freedom of Worship” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

December 7, 1941: A Date Which Will Live in Infamy

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

Japan’s surprise attack at Pearl Harbor stunned the nation out of its isolationist mindset and unified the 
country in its determination to achieve absolute victory.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly 
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.”  - Franklin D. Roosevelt

On December 7, 1941 - a date that still lives in American memory - America entered World War II. 
In the early morning hours of Sunday, December 7, 1941, Japan unleashed a devastating surprise attack on 
the giant American naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack was the largest element in a coordinated 
series of assaults on American installations from Wake Island to the Philippines.  

Japanese bombers destroyed or damaged 21 American naval vessels and over 300 aircraft. The attacks killed 
2403 military personnel and civilians and shattered the U.S. Pacific Fleet.

The offensive was part of a bigger Japanese plan to seize oil-rich territories in Southeast Asia. To prevent 
American interference, Japan’s leaders decided to first strike a crippling blow against U.S. military power in 
the Pacific. 

Japan’s surprise attack at Pearl Harbor stunned the nation. Debate over American involvement in World War 
II ended abruptly. Isolationist sentiment disappeared and the country emerged united and determined, in 
FDR’s words, to “win through to absolute victory.” 

Quote 2:

“Hostilities exist.  There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in 
grave danger.”  - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

Short Answer Questions

1) Why is December 7, 1941, called a ‘date which will live in infamy?’ ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What was the immediate objective of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor? _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What was the larger objective of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor? _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) How did Americans feel about their place in the world before the attack? __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) How did Americans feel about their place in the world after the attack? ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Infamy - having an evil reputation, famous in a bad or unpleasant way

Pearl Harbor - American navel base on the island of Oahu, Hawaii

Isolationist - a policy of keeping to one’s self, refraining from joining alliances or partnerships
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) Looking at the map of the Pacific Ocean, why do you think the Japanese fleet went undetected on its 
voyage from Japan to Hawaii? ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2:

1) Read the transcript of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s address to the nation. Imagine you had just learned 
of the Japanese attack. How would the First Lady’s broadcast strengthen or weaken your confidence in the 
country’s leadership? ______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

Document 3:

1) Looking over FDR’s draft of his address to Congress, do you think his editing improved the message? 
What edits would you have made to the draft? __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Documents 4 & 5:

1) Describe how attitudes and circumstances changed in the United States in the weeks immediately after 
the Pearl Harbor attack: ___________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

DOCUMENT 1 - Map of the 1941 Pearl Harbor attack, including the routes of Japanese carrier strike forces 
and submarine units, undated.
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

DOCUMENT 2 - Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarks regarding the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.
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DOCUMENT 2 - Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarks regarding the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

DOCUMENT 3 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

DOCUMENT 3 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

DOCUMENT 3 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
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WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

DOCUMENT 4 - Political cartoon, [untitled], Washington D.C. Star, December 11, 1941.



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD WAR IIDEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY

DOCUMENT 5 - Political cartoon, “Taxpayer’s Prayer,” N.Y. Sun, New York, January 9, 1942.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

War!

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

The Second World War was the most deadly, destructive, and costly war in human history.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“We are now in this war. We are all in it-all the way. Every single man, woman and child is a partner in the 
most tremendous undertaking of our American history. We must share together the bad news and the good 
news, the defeats and the victories-the changing fortunes of war.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

At 2:50 a.m. on September 1, 1939 President Roosevelt was asleep at the White House when the phone by his 
bedside rang. The German army was invading Poland. World War II had begun.

Just two days later, Great Britain and France, who had pledged to defend Poland if Germany attacked, 
entered the swiftly widening conflict.

This Second World War would be the most destructive war in human history. More than 60 million people 
would be killed before it was over. It would transform the United States and the world.

Quote 2:

“The time for active defense is now.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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WORLD WAR IIWAR!

Short Answer Questions

1) When did World War II begin? ____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Why did Germany attack Poland? _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) How were Great Britain and France drawn into the war? _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) How many people were killed in the war? ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Isolationist - a policy of keeping to one’s self, refraining from joining alliances or partnerships

Neutrality - not aligned with any particular side in a conflict

Third Reich - name given to Germany under the regime of Adolf Hitler 1933-1945



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD WAR IIWAR!

Document based Questions

Document 1:

1) As president of a strongly isolationist country, how might FDR have felt when he received the telegram 
dated May 14, 1940? ______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2:

1) FDR wrote himself a note when he received the news that Germany had invaded Poland. Where and when 
did the President get the news? What does this tell you about the complexity of the job of being President?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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2) In the note that FDR writes to himself he indicates that he has notified all military commands. As a 
neutral nation why was it important that FDR immediately notify all military commands of the unfolding 
events? _________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
 
Document 3:

1) Review Ambassador Bullitt’s telegram to Secretary of State Stimson and FDR, and Ambassador Joseph P. 
Kennedy’s telegram to Stimson and FDR. If you were president what would be one decision you might have 
to make based on these telegrams? ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Why would both Ambassadors feel it necessary to inform Secretary of State Stimson and President 
Roosevelt of the events? ___________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Page 2 of 2
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WORLD WAR IIWAR!

DOCUMENT 1 - Telegram from Ambassador Bullitt to the President regarding Germany’s attacks on France, May 14, 1940.
PAGE 1 of 2



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD WAR IIWAR!

DOCUMENT 1 - Telegram from Ambassador Bullitt to the President regarding Germany’s attacks on France, May 14, 1940.
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WORLD WAR IIWAR!

DOCUMENT 2 - FDR’s bedside note recording his notification of Germany’s invasion of Poland, September 1, 1939, 3:05 A.M.
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WORLD WAR IIWAR!

DOCUMENT 3 - Telegram to the President from Joseph Kennedy reporting the need for more war supplies 
in Britain, May 15, 1940.
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WORLD WAR IIWAR!

DOCUMENT 3 - Telegram to the President from Joseph Kennedy reporting the need for more war supplies 
in Britain, May 15, 1940.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Japanese American Internment

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

In the face of national crisis, civil liberties are often threatened and curtailed.

Film Script

Quote 1: 

“The Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and 
expressions of hope for continued peace.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

In the uncertain weeks following the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor many Americans - particularly those 
on the Pacific coast - feared additional enemy attacks and saw danger around every corner.

These fears, coupled with racial prejudice led to a great injustice. Though no real evidence existed, military 
leaders on the West Coast complained that some members of the large Japanese American communities 
there could be working with the Japanese military and planning further attacks. The Roosevelt administra-
tion was pressed to do something.

In February 1942, President Roosevelt, bowing to pressure from civilian and military leaders on the West 
Coast, issued Executive Order 9066. This order led to the forced relocation of more than 110,000 Japanese 
Americans from the West Coast to internment camps miles inland and operated by the military.

More than two - thirds of these people were native born American citizens! In the rush of relocation, they 
were forced to abandon or sell their homes and businesses, leaving behind their friends and communities 
that they loved.

At the time the Supreme Court upheld the President’s order, but forty years later, in the 1980s, Congress rec-
ognized this was wrong and violated the civil liberties of these American citizens. They voted to pay back 
some of what had been lost by the Japanese Americans.

Quote 2: 

“We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human community.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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WORLD WAR IIJAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

Short Answer Questions

1) What was the result of Executive Order 9066? ________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What was the justification for issuing Executive Order 9066?  ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What evidence was there that Japanese Americans were involved in sabotage or espionage in the United 
States?  ________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) Approximately how many Japanese Americans were relocated? Where were they sent? _______________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) Who was in charge of operating the camps?  _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6) How did the Japanese Americans respond to the order? ________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Prejudice - unreasonable feelings, opinions, attitudes or beliefs, especially of a hostile nature, against racial, 
religious, national groups, or others 

Executive Order - a command issued by the President having the force of law

Internment - being confined with limited rights and freedom and no ability to leave
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Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) If we experienced a crisis like the Pearl Harbor attack, would an executive order similar to 9066 be possi-
ble today? Would such an order be a good idea? Why or why not? __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) If you were a Japanese American how would you have tried to convince FDR to repeal 9066? __________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IIJAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

3) Is there ever a circumstance where a measure such as executive Order 9066 is justified? What evidence or 
criteria would you require before you would accept such an order as necessary and justifiable?  ___________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2:

1) Review the April 1, 1942 broadside, “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese Ancestry.” How would this 
have affected Japanese American families? Why are the words “alien and non-alien” used? ______________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IIJAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942.
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DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942.
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WORLD WAR IIJAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942.
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WORLD WAR IIJAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

DOCUMENT 2 - Wartime Civil Control Committee Broadside, “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese 
Ancestry,” April 1, 1941.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Home Front

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

World War II was a ‘total war’ requiring the help, support, and cooperation of all segments of American 
society.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggle to 
gain these rights and keep them.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

World War II was a global war. To fight effectively, every segment of the population had to be engaged. 
Soldiers fought on the front-line battle fields, while civilians of all ages and all walks of life fought on what 
became known as the ‘home front.’ 

To conserve scarce goods for military use, products ranging from gasoline to sugar were rationed. Adults 
drove less, ate less meat, drank less coffee, planted Victory Gardens in their back yards and organized their 
children to collect scrap rubber and metal for war industries.

The need for war workers created economic opportunities for women and minorities and helped encourage 
the growth of labor unions.

Our factories produced a staggering amount of supplies: 299,293 aircraft; 634,569 jeeps; 88,410 tanks; 5,777 
merchant ships; 1,556 naval vessels; 6.5 million rifles; and 40 billion bullets. By 1944, the United States was 
producing 60 percent of all Allied munitions and 40 percent of the world’s arms. 

Quote 2:

“Whatever stands in the way of speed and efficiency in defense, in defense preparations of any kind, must 
give way to the national need.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOME FRONT

Short Answer Questions

1) What is meant by the term ‘total war?’ ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What was the ‘Home Front?’ _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What items and commodities were people asked to conserve? ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) What specific groups contributed to the Home Front? What contributions did they make? _____________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) What types of supplies and equipment did the factories back home produce? ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6) How did people feel about the work and sacrifices they were asked to make? _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Global war - a military conflict fought on a world-wide scale

Total war - a conflict involving and impacting not just the military, but all other segments of a society 
including industry, agriculture, finance, entertainment, and the civilian population

Scrap drives - rallies held to collect discarded and unwanted, but usable, materials that could be made into 
material and munitions for war

Labor unions - groups of workers who join together to bargain and negotiate for improved wages, benefits 
and working conditions
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOME FRONT

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) What does the fact that even FDR at the White House was issued a war ration book tell you about the 
importance of rationing during the war? ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2:

1) Ask students to look at the memo to the White House dated July 29, 1943. Have half the class consider 
the information in the memo from the point of view of a father, and the other half of the class consider it 
from the point of view of a president. Then pair them up to share their perspectives and ask one or two of the 
partners to share their views with the class. ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) How did ordinary American families find out if their loved ones had been injured in battles? When were 
they informed of the fate of their loved ones? ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Page 1 of 2
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOME FRONT

Document 3:

1) Ask students to work with an adult to fill out the application for a gasoline ration card. Then have them 
interview the adult about how they might have felt about rationing if they really had to do it. Survey the class 
to see how the reactions of the adults played out collectively. ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 4:

1) Examine the WWII employment poster. Who does it appear to be aimed at? Why? How might this group 
have assisted in the war effort? ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Page 2 of 2
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOME FRONT

DOCUMENT 1 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s war ration book cover, undated.
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOME FRONT

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo to Franklin D. Roosevelt, from Wilson Brown, explaining that his son, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Jr. was not harmed in the attack on the USS Mayrant, July 29, 1943.
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOME FRONT

DOCUMENT 3 - Application for a gasoline ration card, Office of Price Administration, undated.
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DOCUMENT 4 - War Manpower Committee poster, “Longing won’t bring him home sooner…Get a War Job!” 
undated.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Towards Racial Equality

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

World War II brought opportunities to begin to chip away at racism and segregation in some areas of 
American society.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“Our sons pride of our nation, this day have set upon a mighty endeavor. A struggle to preserve our 
republic, our religion, and our civilization, and to set free a suffering humanity.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

In 1941, as millions of Americans took up arms to fight totalitarianism and racism abroad, America was 
a deeply racist nation. The military, like many American institutions, was largely segregated. At the 
time Congress was largely controlled by powerful southern Democrats who staunchly supported racial 
separation. FDR felt he could not directly challenge military segregation without jeopardizing other parts of 
his administration’s social and military goals.

Roosevelt looked for opportunities to take action against discrimination without having to go to Congress. 
In 1940, Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. became the army’s first black brigadier general, and during this war, blacks 
were admitted to the Marine Corps and the Army Air Corps for the first time.

With the strong public support of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, nearly 1000 black pilots were trained 
at Alabama’s Tuskegee Institute. Many of these pilots went on to serve in combat in Europe and North 
Africa in the all-black 99th Pursuit Squadron. They were known as the Red Tailed Angels because of their 
distinctive painted red tail fins.

Quote 2:

“They fight not for the lust of conquest. They fight to end conquest. They fight to liberate. They fight to let 
justice arise and tolerance and good will among all the people.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes: 
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Short Answer Questions

1) What were conditions like for blacks in the United States in the 1930s and 40s? _____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What group had control of Congress in the 1930s and 40s? What were their views on race? Why did they 
think this way? __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) Why didn’t President Roosevelt push for a more active civil rights agenda? _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) What approach did FDR take to bring about progress to end racism in the United States military? _______

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) What role did Mrs. Roosevelt play? ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Segregated - the separation of racial, religious, or other groups from the privileges and rights afforded to 
others

Prejudice - unreasonable feelings, opinions, attitudes or beliefs, especially of a hostile nature, against racial, 
religious, national groups, or others 

Tuskegee Institute - a vocational college for blacks located in Alabama, opened in 1881. During WWII it 
became the location of a special experiment to train young blacks as Air Corp pilots
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Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) Ask students to review Executive Order 8802. As this was created before Pearl Harbor, what might this 
hint at regarding FDR’s outlook toward future events? ___________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2:

1) Review the memo for the Chief of Staff dated November 10, 1925. In what ways have racial attitudes 
changed since 1925? What evidence is there to support your views? _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY

2) Given the attitudes towards blacks expressed in the material from 1925, how was FDR able to muster the 
support necessary to conduct the Tuskegee experiment? __________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3:

1) What impact do you suppose the photograph of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and Chief Andersen had on 
attitudes regarding blacks serving in the military in the 1940s? Do you think a First Lady of the 21st century 
could aid in advancing racial equality as much as Mrs. Roosevelt did? Why or why not? ________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 8802 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on June 25, 1941.
PAGE 1 of 2



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD WAR IITOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 8802 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on June 25, 1941.
PAGE 2 of 2



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD WAR IITOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
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WORLD WAR IITOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
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WORLD WAR IITOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
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DOCUMENT 3 - Photograph of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and “Chief” Charles Alfred Anderson, 1941.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Holocaust

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

In 1941 Hitler began implementation of the “Final Solution” of the “Jewish Question.” It was a carefully 
planned and organized effort to destroy every Jew on the European continent.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“Give us faith. Help us to conquer the apostles of greed and racial arrogances.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Immediately after coming to power in 1933, Adolf Hitler began to bully and persecute the Jewish population 
in Germany. The Nazi, the political party Hitler founded, held the belief that Jews were inferior beings and 
thus threatened the Nazi concept of racial purity.

The “Final Solution” the effort to eliminate the entire Jewish population of Europe is known today as the 
Holocaust. 

As details of Hitler’s horrific deeds reached the Allies, it was difficult for the public and many government 
officials to grasp just how horrible the Nazi were. One famous newsman of the time described it as “a horror 
beyond what the imagination can grasp.”

It was difficult for anyone to know what to do. President Roosevelt believed that the surest way to stop the 
killing of innocent civilians was to defeat Hitler and the Nazis in Germany as quickly and decisively as 
possible. Whether the President could have, or should have, done more to rescue the European Jews is a 
question that lingers to this day.  

Quote 2:

“This day has set upon a mighty endeavor, a struggle to preserve our republic, our religion, and our 
civilization, and to set free a suffering humanity.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOLOCAUST

Short Answer Questions

1) What were conditions like for Jews in Germany in the 1930s? ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What was Hitler’s goal for the Jews of Europe? _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) As Hitler’s troops advanced through Europe, what happened to the Jews? __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) What were conditions like for those in the concentration camps? _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Persecution - the act of harassing or oppressing groups or individuals usually on the grounds of religious or 
political beliefs

Holocaust - the systematic mass extermination of European Jews by the Nazis before and during World War 
II

Concentration Camp - a guarded compound for the detention or imprisonment of groups or individuals

Prejudice - unreasonable feelings, opinions, attitudes or beliefs, especially of a hostile nature, against racial, 
religious, national groups, or others



The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu   www.parelorentzcenter.org

WORLD WAR IITHE HOLOCAUST

Document Based Questions
Document 1:

1) What was James McDonald trying to accomplish in writing to Mrs. Roosevelt? _____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Do you feel the “evidence” presented in the first three paragraphs warrants the suggestion of intervention 
proposed in the forth paragraph? If so, what could or should have been done? If not; what further evidence 
would you have like to have seen? ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOLOCAUST

Document 2:

1) FDR and Hitler became leaders of their respective countries in 1933. Describe the differences in their 
leadership styles as depicted in the January 1943 political cartoon. __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Ask students to select a topic from one of the books on the shelves and research what FDR or Hitler ac-
complished regarding that topic. Compare the two sets of accomplishments.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOLOCAUST

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to Eleanor Roosevelt regarding the situation in Germany, July 24, 1935.
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WORLD WAR IITHE HOLOCAUST

DOCUMENT 2 - Political cartoon, “The 10-Year Book Shelf,” Philadelphia P.A. Record, January 30, 1943.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Atomic Bomb

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

The Atomic Bomb was a game changer in WWII. Control of this ultimate weapon determined the identity of 
the ultimate winner.

Film Script

Quote 1: 

“The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, a military base. We won the 
race of discovery against the Germans.” - President Harry S. Truman

On October 11, 1939 Franklin Roosevelt received an historic letter from Albert Einstein. The letter described 
the potential for an atomic weapon and warned that nuclear research was already underway in Germany.

Roosevelt responded to Einstein’s letter by authorizing the “Manhattan Project,” a top-secret effort to build 
an atomic weapon. President Roosevelt and Winston Churchill agreed to keep the bomb project code-named 
“Tube Alloys” - secret from Soviet leader Josef Stalin. What neither knew, was that Russian spies were 
keeping Stalin informed about its progress.

FDR was prepared to use atomic weapons against both Germany and Japan, but a bomb was not ready for 
testing until after his death and Germany’s surrender. In July 1945, President Harry S. Truman authorized 
the use of the atomic bombs against Japan and they were dropped on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
the following month.

Quote 2: 

“We have used it in order to shorten the agony of war in order to save the lives of thousands and thousands 
of young Americans. We shall continue to use it until we completely destroy Japan’s power to make war.”

- President Harry S. Truman
Notes:
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WORLD WAR IITHE ATOMIC BOMB

Short Answer Questions

1) What did the 1939 letter from Albert Einstein describe? ________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What warning was outlined in the letter? ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What action did FDR take in response to the letter? ___________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) Who ultimately ordered the dropping of the atomic bombs? _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) On what Japanese cites were they dropped? __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Albert Einstein - Jewish physicist who fled Nazi Germany and alerted FDR to the work of German 
scientists to develop a weapon of mass destruction using an uranium based chain reaction

Manhattan Project - code name for the American secret atomic bomb development project 

Tube Alloys - code name for the atomic bomb

Winston Churchill - British Prime Minister and close ally to FDR during WWII

Josef Stalin - Premier and Communist Party leader of the Soviet Union from 1928 to 1952

Harry Truman - Vice President of the United States who assumed the presidency after FDR’s sudden death 
on April 12, 1945

Hiroshima - Japanese city destroyed by the first atomic bomb, “Little Boy.” It was dropped by the United 
States August 6, 1945

Nagasaki - Japanese city destroyed by the second atomic bomb, “Fat Man.” It was dropped by the United 
States on August 9, 1945
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WORLD WAR IITHE ATOMIC BOMB

Document Based Questions

Documents 1 & 2:

1) Why would FDR be so inclined to agree with, and act upon, the suggestions Einstein’s letter 
recommends? ___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) In what other countries was nuclear experimentation being conducted? ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3:

1) What motives or reasons might have driven FDR and Winston Churchill to keep the Russians from 
participating in the “tube alloys” meeting? _____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) How might you expect the Russians would have reacted when they discovered the “tube alloy” meeting 
had taken place? Would they be justified in their reaction? ________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITHE ATOMIC BOMB

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2, 1939.
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WORLD WAR IITHE ATOMIC BOMB

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2, 1939.
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WORLD WAR IITHE ATOMIC BOMB

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2, 1939.
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WORLD WAR IITHE ATOMIC BOMB

DOCUMENT 2 - “Tube Alloys” memo regarding President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill’s dis-
cussion about the use of the Atomic bomb against the Japanese, September 18, 1944.
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WORLD 
WAR II

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The United Nations

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

FDR hoped a world organization created on the basis of equality and cooperation would promote peace and 
prevent a third World War.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“Never before have the major Allies been more closely united, not only in their war aims, but also in their 
peace aims.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

From the earliest days of World War II, FDR envisioned creating an organization that would promote global 
cooperation and peace through collective security. On January 1, 1942 representatives of twenty-five Allied 
nations met at the White House to sign a declaration pledging each “to defend life, liberty, independence, 
and religious freedom, and to preserve human rights and justice…” FDR called this wartime coalition the 
“United Nations.”

Roosevelt imagined that after the war this organization of nations would promote equality and mutual 
security. The institution’s backbone was to be the “Four Policemen” - The United States, Great Britain, 
Soviet Union, and China - who would enforce the peace.

Roosevelt died just days before he was to address the opening session of the conference that created the 
United Nations.

Quote 2:

“This time we are not making the mistake of waiting until the end of the war to set up the machinery of 
peace.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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WORLD WAR IITHE UNITED NATIONS

Short Answer Questions

1) How early was FDR thinking about and planning for the creation of the United Nations? ______________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) What goals did the participants of the 26 Nation Conference set for themselves? _____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) What does the term ‘collective security’ mean? _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4) Who were the ‘Four Policemen’ as FDR envisioned them? ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5) What is FDR referring to in his statement, “This time we are not making the mistake of waiting until the 
end of the war to set up the machinery of peace?” _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Collective Security - a policy of maintaining peace by entering a series of military alliances with multiple 
nations pledged to defend each other

Liberty - Freedom to choose how to live and conduct one’s business

United Nations - world organization founded in 1945 to collectively keep the peace and work for the 
betterment of all the world’s people

“Four Policemen” - The United States, Soviet Union, Great Britain, and China. In the original concept of 
the United Nations, these countries were to collectively keep the peace among the rest of the nations of the 
world
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WORLD WAR IITHE UNITED NATIONS

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) Judging from FDR’s sketch of the United Nations drawn in Tehran in 1943, what were three of his 
priorities in setting up the UN? ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) Why do you suppose FDR wanted the “Four Policemen” in the U.N.? _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3) If the United Nations was created today, what countries might be selected as the ‘Four Policemen’? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITHE UNITED NATIONS

Document 2:

1) Explain the meaning of the Eleanor Roosevelt cartoon. When the tree is fully grown, what fruit is it 
expected to bear? What benefits can it provide as it grows? _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3:

1) What do you suppose was the main purpose or goal behind the Joint Declaration? ___________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2) FDR made the arrows moving the countries of Great Britain to their alphabetical order among nations. 
What message was he sending to our closest ally? _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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WORLD WAR IITHE UNITED NATIONS

DOCUMENT 1 - President Roosevelt’s sketch of UN, November 30, 1943.
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WORLD WAR IITHE UNITED NATIONS

DOCUMENT 2 - Political cartoon (Eleanor Roosevelt), “A Tree Grows in Manhattan,” undated.
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WORLD WAR IITHE UNITED NATIONS

DOCUMENT 3 - FDR’s proposed list of nations that would be included in the United Nations with his nota-
tions that certain countries be listed on their own, not as part of the British Empire, undated.


