CONFRONT THETISSUE

DR AN
PEARL HARBOR

TOUCH TO BEGIN



i, A
e

=




CONFRONT THE ISSUE
FD R AN D Almost as soon as the attacks occurred, conspiracy theorists began claiming that President Roosevelt had

prior knowledge of the assault on Pearl Harbor. Others have claimed he tricked the Japanese into starting
a war with the United States as a “back door” way to go to war with Japan’s ally, Nazi Germany. However,
after nearly 65 years, no document or credible witness has been discovered that prove either claim. Most

H A R B O R scholars view Pear] Harbor as the consequence of missed clues, intelligence errors, and overconfidence.

The causes behind the Japanese attack are complex and date back to the 1930s, when Japan undertook a
military/colonial expansion in China—culminating in a full-scale invasion in 1937. America opposed this
expansion and used a variety of methods to try to deter Japan.

During the late 1930s, FDR began providing limited support to the Chinese government. In 1940,
Roosevelt moved the Pacific fleet to the naval base at Pearl Harbor as a show of American power. He also
attempted to address growing tensions with Japan through diplomacy.

When Japan seized southern French Indo-China in July 1941, Roosevelt responded by freezing Japanese

Scroll down to view assets in the United States and ending sales of oil to Japan. Japan’s military depended upon American oil.
select documents Japan then had to decide between settling the crisis through diplomacy or by striking deep into Southeast
from the FDR Library Asia to acquire alternative sources of oil, an action that was certain to meet American opposition.

and excerpts from

Japan chose to continue its diplomatic talks with the United States while at the same time secretly
preparing for a coordinated assault throughout the Pacific. Japan’s leaders hoped that a surprise attack
on Pearl Harbor would destroy American resolve and cripple the American navy for at least six months,

the historical debate.

giving Japan time to consolidate its new empire.
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Letter, FDR to Ambassador Joseph C. Grew
January 21,1941

In December 1940, United States Ambassador to Japan Joseph C. Grew wrote to
President Roosevelt, “I would give a great deal to know your mind about Japan

and all her work.” One day after his inauguration to an unprecedented third term,
Franklin Roosevelt replied to Grew in this extraordinary letter explaining his belief
that the war raging in Europe and the growing Japanese threat in the Pacific were
all part of a “single world conflict.” This letter predates the Pearl Harbor attack by
nearly a year.

Presidents Book Collection
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Jamuary 21, 1941

ﬁﬂ"l'
Dear Joe: ~ P
LY
I have given cereful oconsideretion to your K
letter of December 14.

First, I want to say bhow helpful it is to have
your over=-all estimates and reflections--based as
they are upon a rare comdbination of first-hand
observation, long experience with ocur Japanese rela-
tions, and masterly judgment. I find myself in
decided agreement with your coneclusions.

I also want you to know how muech I appreciate
youwr kind words of congratulation on my re-election
and your expression of oconfidence in my conduct of
our foreign affairs.

As to your very natural request for an indication -
of my views as to certain aspects of our future atti-
tude toward developments in the Far Zast, I believe
that the fundemental proposition 1s that we must recog-
nize that the hostilities in EZurope, in Africa, and in
Asla are all parte of a single m.'l.i confliet., We
must, oconsequently, recognize that our interests are
menaced both in Burope and in the Far East. We are
engaged in the task of defending our way of life and
our vitel national interests wherever they are seriously
endengered. Our strategy of self-defense must be a
global strategy whioh takes account of every front and
takes advartege of every opportunity to comtribute to
our total seourity.

You suggest as one of the chief factors in the
problem of ouwr attitude towsrd Japan the question
whether our getting into war with Japen would so handi-
cap our help to Britain in Europe as to make the differ-
ence to Britain between viotory and defeat. In this
connection it seems to me that we must consider whether,
if Japan should gain possession of the region of the
Netherlends East Indies and the Malay ula, the
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the chances of England's winning in her s

with Germany would not be deoreased thereby. The
Dritish Isles, the British in those Isles, have been
able to exist and to defend themselves not only be-
cause they have prepared strong local defenses but
also because as the heart and the nerve center of

the British Empire they have been able to draw upon
vast resources for their sustenance and to bring

into operation against their enemies economio, mili-
tary and naval pressures on a world-wide scale.

They live by importing goods from all parts of the
world and by utilizing large overseas financial
resources. They are defended not only by measures

of defense oarried out locally but alse by distant

and widespread economic, military, and naval activie
ties which both contribute to the maintenance of

their supplies, deny certain sources cof supply to
their enemies, and prevent those enemies from oon-
centrating the full force of their armed power

against the heart and the nerve center of the Empire.
The British need assistance along the lines of our
generally established policies at many points, assist-
ance whioh in the ocase of the Far Zast is certail

well within the realm of "possibility" so far as the
capacity of the United Stetes is concerned. Their
defense strategy must in the nature of things be
global. Our strategy of giving them assistance toward
ensuring our own security must envisage both sending
of supplies to England and helping to prevent a closing
of channels of communication to and from various parte
of the world, so that other important sources of supply
will not be denied to the British and be added to the
assets of the other side.

You also suggest as ohlef faotors in the problem
the questions whether and when Hritain is likely to
win the Buropean war. 4As I have indicated above, the
eonfliot is world-wide, not merely a European war.

1 firmly believe, as I have recently declared publiely,
that the British, with ouwr help, will be victorious in
this confliot. The confliet may well be long and we
must bear in mind that when England is victorious she
may not have left the strength that would be needed to
bring about a rearrangement of suoh territorial chenges
in the western and southern Pacific as might ocour
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during the course of the confliet if Japan is not
kept within bounds. I judge from the remarks which
appear at the bottom of page 4L and at the top of
pege 5 of your letter that you, too, attach due
importance to this aspect of the problem,.

I am giving you my thoughts at this length
because the problems which we face eare so vast and
80 interrelated that any attempt even to state them
compels one to think in terms of five continents and
seven seas. In conolusion, I must emphasize that,
our problem being one of defense, we can not lay down
hard and fast plans. As each now development ocours
we must, in the light of the eirocumstances then exist-
ing, decide when and where and how we ¢an most effec-
tively marshal and make use of our resources.

¥With warmest regards,

L/:(A, LA™
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Memorandum, Harry Dexter White to Henry Morgenthau, Jr.
April 4,1941

As Japan continued its expansion throughout Southeast Asia in early 1941,
various departments of the United States Government studied the impact of
Japan’s inability to produce oil domestically. This April 4, 1941 memorandum
from Dr. Harry Dexter White to Treasury Secretary Henry Morgenthau, Jr.
reflects the tension between the Navy Department, which would have to defend
the United States in a war and was concerned about Japan’s growing petroleum
reserves, and the State Department, which hoped that free trade in oil would
prevent a war by avoiding a direct confrontation with Japan.

Diaries of Henry Morgenthau, Jr., Volume 386, Page 88
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Date.. April U4
’
To: Secretary Morgenthau

From: Mr., White

Navy Renort on Japan's 0il Situation

1. The Nawy confirms our oplnlion that Japan
is receiving all the aviation gasoline she
wante from the U.S. The Navy's report 1s
aulte eritical of the State Department for
freely licensing this material.

2. The Navy believes Japan has large stocks
of tetraethyl lead and "boosters".

3. The Navy attaches great importance to oill
in Japan's intentions toward a southward
move. Since Japan is not sure that we will
not embargo oll and since she fears that
the Netherlands East Indies'wells might be
destroyed, Japan's policy necessarlly 1s
to 14 up stocks,

4, The Navy estimates that Japan will need 41
million barrels per year in the major war.

5« The Navy estimates Japanese stocks, Decem-
ber 31, at 75 million barrels, Thils fig-
" ure 1s subject to the same errors as was
the August estimate of 74 million barrels.
(We feel that the stocks are nearer to
35 million barrels).

MR. WHITE
Branch 2058 - Room 208
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Memorandum for the President, Gen. George C. Marshall to FDR
July 15,1941

In late 1940, US Army cryptanalysts cracked the Japanese diplomatic code

in a breakthrough known as “Magic.” Through Magic, President Roosevelt,
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, and U.S. military leaders could read what
Japanese diplomats were telling each other almost as fast as they could. In this
Memorandum to the President dated July 15, 1941, U.S. Army Chief of Staff
General George C. Marshall summarizes a recent Magic intercept reflecting
Japan’s imminent takeover of Indo-China (Vietnam) from the French Vichy
regime. Japan’s movement into Indo-China would prompt FDR to impose
economic sanctions on Japan and ultimately shut off all exports of oil to that
country. It is important to note that Magic could only read Japan’s diplomatic
code, not its military code. Discussions of the military preparations for the
Pearl Harbor attack were not transmitted via the diplomatic code.

President’s Secretary’s Files; Diplomatic Correspondence; Japan, Jan.-Sept. 1941; Box 43
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1941
MEMORANDUM for The President:

A long "magic" has just been decoded but has not
yet been put in shape for distribution. It covers the following:

Japan, through Vichy, is issuing an ultimatum to
Indo-China for the occupation of eight air bases and two
naval ports (Cameroon end Sigon) for the avowed reason of
preventing further encircléent by Britein and the United
States. No time limit is stated.

The Chief of Havel Operations in Japan to the Naval
Atteche in Washington states that on sccount of the shortage
of ship tonnage in the Sea of Japan, the requirements by the
Army, the inability to charter ships at the present time,
and the fact that many foreign ships no longer make Japan a
port of call, the following re-scheduling of ehipping will
be effected:

Japanese ships will be removed from the run between
the Philippines and the east United States coast.

The run to the east coastof South Americe will be
continued through August but it will be impossible after
Septenber 1lst. However, nine ships will serve the east coast
of South Americe via Cape Horn. (This may signify their anti-
cipation of inability to use the Panema Canal.)

Their shipping will continue to the west coast of
South America.

A full copy of this "magic" will be sent you as soon
as it can be prepared.

( \kﬂ,.-.
h;l.;;}t\;m i’

C aff.
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Memorandum for the President, Secretary of State Cordell Hull to FDR
November 15,1941

As American-Japanese relations neared collapse, Tokyo dispatched a special
envoy to the United States, Saburo Kurusu, to assist its Ambassador in
Washington, Kichisaburo Nomura, in presenting one final peace proposal

to the United States government. Two days prior to Kurusu’s first meeting

with FDR, Secretary of State Cordell Hull prepared this November 15, 1941
Memorandum for the President recommending certain issues to be addressed.
The meeting took place as scheduled, with little positive result. Subsequent
meetings between Hull and the Japanese diplomats proved equally fruitless. On
November 26, 1941, Hull presented to Kurusu and Nomura a restatement of the
US position that in the interests of peace Japan should withdraw from China
and abandon its Southeast Asian expansion. That same day, Admiral Yamamoto
directed the Japanese fleet to weigh anchor and proceed to Pearl Harbor.

President’s Secretary’s Files; Diplomatic Correspondence; Japan, Oct.-Dec. 1941; Box 43
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE i
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
j November 15, 1941

| P A bt

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

A AANC

With reference to the call which Mr. /Kurusu is to
make upon you in company with the Yepanese Ambassador on
November 17, Mr. Kurusu may regard this first call as
purely ceremonlal and may not wish to initiate any die-
cuselon. Bhould the occasion appear opportune, however,
you may wlsh to offer comments along lines as follows:

(1) We cannot afford to make 1ight of the tremendous
serlousness of the present world situation confronting us.
I want to repeat and to emphasize what I sald to Ad-
miral Nomura on November 10. The entire world has been
placed in a pﬁﬁnarioua poeition as g result of the havoo
which has been wrought by the forces of aggression. Our
common sense tells us of the extreme need that the world
come back to ways of peace. It is the purvose of this Gov-
ernment to do its best in the spirit of fair Play to con-
tribute to establishing a basis for peace, stability, and
order in the Pacific area. As a means of achleving these
obJectives 1t ie essential that emphasis be lald upon
giving practical effect to a sound philosophy of human

velfare,
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welfare. We have often and quite recently made oclear
publicly what we have in mind in this regard.

(2) We are fully aware that it may require time for
Japan to turn to courses of peace. The Americen people
and Government, especlally the President and the Secretary
of State, have been very patient. We are ready and willing
to continue to be patient, to endeavor to work out a broad-
gauge peaceful settlement, and to afford every practicable
opportunity to Japan to turn to courses of peace.

(3) It 1s tremendously important that no statesman
and no country miscalculate the attitude and the position
of the Americen people and Government. The American people
and Government are fully alive to the sinister menace which
all peace-loving countriee are facing from Hitleriem and
courses of aggression. This country has been slow in
arousing itself to the dangers of Hitlerism. Today we are
fully aware of those dangers and are thoroughly aroused.
Qur natlonal effort 1e primarily and in ever-increasing
measure belng devoted toward defeat of Hitleriesm. We are
determined to protect and preserve our national security
againet Hitlerism.

(4) A victorious Hitler would constitute a menace to
gll other nations, including Japan. Our opposition to
courses of aggression and to the program of Hitleriem

stands firm. We are entirely convinced that Hitleriem

will



will be defeated.

(5) We hope that our exploratory conversations will
achieve favorable resulte in the way of providing a basis
for negotiations. We shall continue to do our best to
expedite the conversations just as we understand that the
Japanese Government is anxious to do. We hope that the
Japanese Government will meke it clear that it intends
to pursue peaceful courses instead of opposlite courses,
as such clarificetion should afford a way for arriving
at the results which we seek.

In view of the general character of these suggested
comments no need is perceived of giving the Ambassador

a written record of what you ssy to him.
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FDR AND Draft Memorandum, FDR to Secretary of State Cordell Hull and Under
P E A R L Secretary of State Sumner Welles, December 1,1941

In the days immediately preceding the attack on Pearl Harbor, President

H AR Bo R Roosevelt grew acutely concerned about apparent Japanese preparations
for some type of military offensive in the Pacific. Through Magic and other
sources, the President had learned of massive troop buildups in Indo-China
far above what had been agreed to by the Vichy French government. In this
memorandum dated December 1, 1941, Roosevelt instructs his top diplomats
to immediately learn the intentions behind the Japanese Government’s latest
move, and he discusses the obvious parallels between Japan’s actions in the
Pacific and Germany’s actions in Europe. The revisions are in President’s
Roosevelt’s handwriting.

President’s Secretarys Files; Diplomatic Correspondence; Japan, Oct.-December 1941; Box 43



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 1, 1941.

WEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE.

I have received reports during the pest days of
continuing Japanese troop movements to southern Indo-
China. These reports indicate a very ropld and material
incresse in the force of all kinds stationed by Japan
in Indo-China.

It was my clear understanding that by the terms of
the agreement -- and there is no present need to discuss
the mature of that agreement -- between Jepan end the
French Government at Vichy that the total number of
Japanese forces permitted by the terms of that agreement
to be stationed in Indo-China was very considerably less
than the totel emount of the forces already there.

The stationing of these increased Japanese forces

in Indo=China would seem to imply the utilization of

these forces by Japan for purposes of further aggression,

since no such number of forces could possibly be re-

quired for the policing of that region. Such aggression S

could concelvably be against the Philippine Islands; ﬂ*“?;L: g

egeinst Burma; against Maleya or alther&uﬁoercicn ap HM

or through the ectual use of force for the purpose of A T i?hrf’

underteking the seewsi occupation of Thailand. % /) J,;..a- .
" Fs

Plegse be good enough to request the Japenese
Ambassador and Ambassador Kurusu to inguire at once
of the Japanese Goverment what the actual reasons meay
be for the steps already taken, and what I am to
consider is the policy of the Japanese Government as
demonstrated by this recent and rapid concentration
of troops in Indo-China. This Government has seen
in the last few years in Europe a policy on the part
of the German Government which hes involved a constant
and steady emcroachment upon the territory and rights
of free and independent peoples through the utilization
of military steps of the same character. It is for
that reason
e _ylemeoi—tirelipeneseSereTTmeNt Wit regerd—tT
SeJdocsdnies Fve TUOTE Tee—fordh  agy Becavia /A1

tﬁau4432;€nﬂdﬂ4u- J‘*ﬂ‘““fﬂﬂ-ﬁf;fadnnz Al ohon 2l Lt £

frows 7Bz 1nlantoom ot A F. D. R.
&%namu o ernmins
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Memorandum for the President
December 7,1941

On the afternoon of December 7, 1941, President Roosevelt was in his

Oval Study in the White House having lunch with his close friend and aide
Harry L. Hopkins. The lunch was interrupted at 1:40 p.m. by a telephone
call from Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox who told him that the Navy
Department had received a radio report from Honolulu stating that Pearl
Harbor was under attack and that the military command had emphasized
that this was “no drill.” This Memorandum (presumably prepared by the
Navy Department) was one of the first written damage assessments presented
to the President that afternoon. In his own hand, Roosevelt has indicated
the date and time he received it.

President’s Official File 4675: World War 11, 1941; Box 1
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The Japs attacked Honolulu time abeut eight o'cleck this

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

morning. The firet warning was from a submarine that was

outeide the harber whioh was attacked by a destroyer with 1
depth bembe. Result unknewn. Another submarine was sunk -
by alreraft. They attacked with alreraft, with bembs and

terpedees. At least twe alreraft were knewn te have a

swastika sign on them, The attacks were in two divislens;

first on the air fielde and then on the navy yard. BSevere

damage. The Oklahema has capsized in Pearl Harber. The

Tennesses 18 on fire with a bad list., and the Navy Yard

1 attempting te &ydock her.

Ne. 1 drydeck was hit by bembs. The Pennsylvania
was in deck and apparently undamaged. There were twe
destroyers hit in drydeck, ene of them blew up. There
was one destioyer in a fleating drydock which 1s en fire
and the deck is being floeded. Twe terpedeoes hit the
gea wall between the Helena, which 1s 10,000 tens - € in.
crulser, and the Oglala. The Oglala is heavily listed
and can prebably net be saved. BShe 1s on fire and is an
old mine layer. The power house at FPearl Harber wae hit
but i1s still operating. The Honelulu pewer house was
presumably hit because there is ne power on 1t. The alr
fielde at Ford Ieland,NXtzkanHickam, Wheeler and Kaneehe

were attacked,
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Hangars en fire and Bickem fileld fire 1s buring badly. The
FBY's outeside of hangars are burning. Prebably heavy perasxxl
personnel sasualties but no figures. ©Se¢ far as Block knows
Honolulu was not hit. He does not knew hew many alreraft
were brought dewn but he knows personally ef twe. They have
both been so busy he hae not centacted Kimmel. There are
two task ferces at sea, each one of them with a carrier.
He knowe nothing further on that except that they are at sea.
This came over the telephone and we are getting nething out
here whatever. Mr. Vincent called but I have glven out
nething, pending further word from you. The Japanese have
ne detalls of the damage which they have wrought,
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FDR AND Transcript of Telephone Conversation Between FDR and Treasury Secretary
P E A R L Henry Morgenthau, Jr., December 7,1941

As part of his meticulous record-keeping, Treasury Secretary Henry

H AR Bo R Morgenthau, Jr., routinely had his telephone conversations transcribed by
a stenographer. This practice was well-known to President Roosevelt, who
prohibited Morgenthau from doing so with his calls. In the confusion of
December 7, though, this prohibition was either forgotten or ignored. As
Treasury Secretary, Morgenthau oversaw the United States Secret Service,
and this transcription of a telephone conversation between Roosevelt and
Morgenthau that took place at 6:40 pm on December 7, 1941, discusses
increased protection of the White House in a time of war. Mentioned in
the conversation are Secret Service Chief Frank J. Wilson, Treasury official
Herbert Gaston, and Secretary to the President Stephen T. Early.

Henry Morgenthau, Jr. Papers; Presidential Diaries, August-December 1941; Box 515
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December 7, 1941

HM Jr spoke to the President at approximately 6:40
this evening and the following is their conversation:

The President: Hello, Henry. Cabinet at 8:30.

HM Jr: Yes, sir.

I have some orders which we ere getting out. I
cleared all of them with Welles.

The President: Fine.

HM Jr: We are freezing all Japanese funds.

The President: Yes.

HM Jr: Ve are not going to let any Japanese leave the
country or to carry on any communications.

The President: I see.

HY Jr: Well, our responsibility is the border.
The President: Yes, yes. That's right.

HM Jr: And we're putting people into all the Japanese
benks and business houses tonight and we're not going to let
the Japanese get in there at all.

The President: That's good.

H{ Jr: Now the other thing I would like - Chief Wilson
and Gaston are here.

The President: Yes.

HM Jr: We would like permission to put a detail of
soldiers on the White House grounds.

The President: Well, wait just a second. Steve Early
saig sgmething about that. (Slight pause while President talks
aslae.
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The President: Well, the thing has been suggested by
the Wer Department but I don't think - my idea is that.
Suppose you get some additional White House guards?

HM Jr; We've done that. WVe've already doubled the
guard force.

The President: You've doubled the gusrd. That's all
you need. ks lIong as you have one about every hundred feet
around the fence, it's all right.

HM Jr: But you think that's enough?

The President: That's fine.

H{ Jr: Well, the puards have already been doubled.

The President: What you could do is this: Block off
both Execufive Avenues. In other words, the one on the East
and the one on the West. Put up barricades between the White
House and the Treasury and also on the one between the
White House and State Department.

HM Jr: We will do that tonight. All right, sir.
(End of conversation with the President.)

HM Jr: He said Steve Early had suggested it but he said
we should close the treffic on both Executive Avenues.

(Above conversation is included as part of the
meeting held in HM Jr's office at 6:35 on 12/7/41)
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Diary Entry of Agriculture Secretary Claude R. Wickard
December 7,1941

Because he liked a free and open exchange of ideas, President Roosevelt
discouraged his Cabinet members from taking notes during Cabinet
meetings. As a result, Cabinet officers often made diary entries of their
recollections immediately following significant meetings. This entry from
December 7, 1941, by Agriculture Secretary Claude R. Wickard recounts
in detail the events and discussions that took place in the Cabinet
meeting following the attack on Pearl Harbor. Of particular note are the
confrontation between the President and Secretary of State Cordell
Hull over the length of Roosevelt’s proposed address to Congress, which
would become known as the Day of Infamy Speech, and the explosive
meeting with Congressional leaders that followed.

Claude R. Wickard Papers; Department of Agriculture Files; Cabinet Meetings, 1941-1942; Box 13



Recesber 7th, 1341

At about four o'alock on the afternoon of December 7 I recelived
from the White House saying that there would be a specisl
of the Cabinet in the President's study in the White House
proper at 8130 that evening. I had been writing all afterncom snd
Louise hed been busy so we hed not liastened to the redio, tut I in-
modistely concluded that the Jeapanese situntion had taken a tum f
the worse. Within a few minutes after the White House call we
able to get from radio reports that Honolulu snd perhaps Manila had
been sttacked, Later the announcers sald that Manila had pot been
attecked but that three or four hundred lives had been lost in attecks
on Hawaii.

il

The Cabinet members were ushered into the President's study
at 8140, Harry Hopkins was present. The President began by saying
thet this was the most isportant Cabinet meeting since 1861, He then
told of the atteck today in Hawaii, He said the attack was & serious
he desoribe later. He continued by saying tha
but that the Japsnese had been told by the Germans a

they were winning the war and that thay wou
well as Furope. They were going to isolate Emgland
:-M-t:ll:t;ly doainste the situstion in the Far

!

i
i‘i
Eﬁ

1
£ 38
a

o
&
H

$o 2
5

g
i
g5
§
:
g

By
i
F
g
.
3
H
:
E
.
g

' ® attack a2t least three weeks sgo. He then
spanese Envoys, even today, had ssked for a conference
at the hour when the attack was being made in Hawaii,
apanese had started a war while carrying on peace
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President sald that Guam and Weke Islands were slso under
« He said these Islands were poorly fortified and that they
be in Jepanese hands, He thenm read a message which he said
g to read tomorrow at o joint session of Congress, He said
nosspge was pubject to revision es later events eight warrant,
was short and merely stated how Japan had attecked while still
pesce negotiastions, It ended by stating that he was asking
declare that s state of war had existed since Jepan's atteck,
that he did not know whether Japan had declared war or not.
d there wes a chance that the Germens would also declare war,
iderable discussion of the proposed message, Becretary
thought that there should be a complete statenent on the
the attack, The President disagreed but Hull said
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statement, Secretary Stimson said that Germany had inspired and
this whole affair end that the Presidemt should so state in his
+« The President disagreed with this suggestion.

it



The President went into the confidential reports of the attack

kept in striot secrecy. He first indicated that

had been destroyed in large numbers in the attack, He then
ou

1
were other members of the Cabinet. The Eeseretary of the Havy had lost
hies air of brawade, Becretary Stimson was very sober,

The President sald that the Japsnese were hoping to brimng sbout
the transfer of American navel vessels from the Atlentic to the Pecific.
He said he wanted to avoid this if et all possible. He said that he
didn't want to tell the Congressionsl leaders (of both parties — include
ing Senstors Barkley, Johnson, Austin end Comnally, Spesaker Rayburm,
and Congressmen Jere Cooper, Martin, Bloom and Doxey) who were wediting
to come in to his study all the thinge he hed teold us,

Then they ceme in he sald thet it was very unplessant to be o
Wor President and then he recounted the series of eveuts leading up
to the attacks of today, He seid that he wanted to deliver a messege
to & joint session of Congress tomorrow, After a short discussion it
was decided to have him address the session at 12130, BSome of the
Congressmen wanted to know Af he were going to ask for & declarstion of
war, The President said he didn't kmow yet what he was going to sey
because the events of the next fourtesn hours would be numercus and
all important. The President revecled that st lesst battleships were
damaged, This csused considerable consternation among the Congressional
leaders. Connally ssked what damage we had inflicted on the Jape, The
Pregident indirated he didn't kmow but went on to say we had no informa-
tion to indicate that we had severely damaged the Japs., Comnolly exploded
by saying: "Where were our forces -- asleep? How can we go to war
without anything to fight with?® The President told how the Germans
sdght have been five hundred miles away at dark last night since they
had twelve hours of salling in the long darkness.

The President wemt on to say that the distance to Japan made it
very difficult for us to attack Japan, He paid that each thousand
miles from base cut the efficiency of the Navy five percent. He pointed
out that it would be necessary to strangle Japem rether thsn whip her
and that it took longer. He onoe spoke sbout two or three years being
required,

The meoting broke up about 10 o'clock. Everyone was very sober,
The President began to dictate a statement for the press, Some of us
stayed around for nearly an hour, I talked to the Vice President who
seid many times that it wap all for the best., I reminded hir that he
had made a similar statement when we were at the Convention at Chicago
lest year when it seemed thet everything wes crashing sround us,
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Through it all the President was calm and deliberate, I
could not help but sdmire his clear statements of the situation, He
evidently realises the seriousness of the situsation and perhaps gets
mich comfort out of the faet that teday's sotion will unite the
Amoricen people., I don't kmow anybody in the United States who can
come close to measuring up to his foresight and acumen in this eritical
hour,

Ae I drove hose I could not refrain from wondering st the fates
that caused me to be present at one of the most importent conferences
in the history of this nation.
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Secretary Hull told Secretary Stimson and Secretary Knox as early as November 27 that relations with Japan
were at an end and that the matter was in the hands of the Army and the Navy. Secretary Knox received
intercepts of secret Japanese messages which revealed to him the war designs of the Japanese Government. He
was a member of the War Cabinet and present on November 25, 1941, when the problem of maneuvering the
Japanese into firing the first shot was discussed. Indeed according to evidence from his own hand Secretary
Knox was not surprised himself. Rather he was surprised that authorities in Washington were surprised. In
his secret report to President Roosevelt after his return from a visit to Hawaii in December, 1941, shortly
after the Japanese attack, Secretary Knox stated: ‘Neither Short nor Kimmel, at the time of the attack, had
any knowledge of the plain intimations of some surprise move, made clear in Washington, through the
interception of Japanese instructions to Nomura, in which a surprise move of some kind was clearly indicated
by the insistence upon the precise time of Nomura’s reply to Hull, at one o’clock on Sunday [December 7].
As this one o’clock message had been made available to all the high authorities in Washington before eleven
o’clock on December 7, including President Roosevelt, Secretary Knox was plainly saying to the President in
his report that none of these authorities should have been surprised by the Japanese attack—even on Pearl
Harbor....President Roosevelt, as Chief Executive and Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, had
received intercepted and translated messages showing Japanese war designs and, besides, had hundreds of
secret documents in his personal files (not yet, 1947, opened to the public). It was his official duty to scrutinize
and master all the information bearing on the possibility and probability of a Japanese attack....President
Roosevelt expressed to the members of his War Cabinet, many days before December 7, 1941, his conviction
that war with Japan was immediately imminent and he was expecting a Japanese attack upon the United
States. Therefore, President Roosevelt was not surprised by the Japanese attack when it came on December 7.

Charles A. Beard, President Roosevelt and the Coming of the War, 1941: A Study in Appearances and Realities
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1948), 373-374
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The various investigations [into the Pearl Harbor attack] left too many crucial questions in doubt and in
limbo. Was it possible that Roosevelt had engineered a conspiracy to get America into the war with Hitler

by the back door! Had some of our military and civilian leaders lied under oath? Had some good men been
persuaded or threatened into perjuring themselves! Had there truly been a “winds” execute message in

early December 19417 Had the nine investigations, in short, been an elaborate cover-up to place the blame
primarily on Admiral Kimmel and General Short while whitewashing those in Washington!... The comedy

of errors on [December] sixth and seventh appears incredible. It only makes sense if it was a charade, and
Roosevelt and the inner circle had known about the attack. A massive cover-up followed Pearl Harbor a few
days later, according to an officer close to [Gen. George C.] Marshall, when the Chief of Staff ordered a lid
put on the affair....The cover-up continued with Roosevelt’s revision of [Navy Secretary Frank] Knox’s original
report of Pearl Harbor, and was carried a long step forward by the report of the Roberts Commission.... The
cover-up persevered after the Army and Navy Boards reversed the conclusions of Roberts to find Marshall and
[Chief of Naval Operations| Stark rather than Kimmel and Short primarily guilty of dereliction of duty....All
“winds” execute messages apparently have been lost or destroyed....By this time the Chief of Staff and Chief
of Naval Operations, caught in the web, were acting as faithful servants of their Commander in Chief, the
President....Following the maxim of world leaders, he was convinced that the ends justified the means and

so truth was suppressed.

John Toland, Infamy: Pearl Harbor and Its Aftermath (Doubleday & Company, 1982), xv, 321-324
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In support of their theories concerning Roosevelt’s villainy, revisionists have presented a number of incidents,
enough to fill a book. A careful scrutiny of these reveals one characteristic in common, namely, a complete
lack of proof of Roosevelt’s evil intentions or, in many cases, that he was involved at all. The evidence against
the President lies in the judgment of the writers submitting them, not in the incidents themselves....To accept
the revisionist position, one must assume that almost every one of those individuals, from the President on
down, was a traitor....One must also consider Roosevelt’s own character and background. As a statesman,

he realized that the ultimate defeat of Hitler would necessitate active American participation in the war....
However, nothing in his history suggests that this man could plot to sink American ships and kill thousands
of American soldiers and sailors....In Roosevelt’s complex, pragmatic character, at least one aspect remained
steadfast. Even his enemies conceded that he loved the sea service and felt a personal affinity to it....Evidence
of Roosevelt’s love of the sea and seamen confronts the visitor to the Franklin D. Roosevelt museum and
library at Hyde Park. Wandering among the exquisite ship models, the fine old nautical prints, and other
memorabilia, one appreciates the incongruity of ascribing a plot against the Fleet to such a man as Roosevelt.
A thoughtful reading of the facts about him discloses neither a blameless hero nor a villainous plotter.

Gordon W. Prange with Donald M. Goldstein and Katherine V. Dillon, Pearl Harbor: The Verdict of History
(Penguin, 1986), 45, 64-65
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Why has it been so difficult to pry loose the truth about Pearl Harbor, this mystery that haunts American
history!...Since September 1945, many authors and historians have expressed the belief that Roosevelt knew of
the impending attack by the Japanese. What they didn’t know...was that a systematic plan had been in place
long before Pearl Harbor that would climax with the attack. As heinous as it seems to families and veterans

of World War II..., the Pearl Harbor attack was, from the White House perspective, something that had to

be endured in order to stop a greater evil—the Nazi invaders in Europe who had begun the Holocaust and
were poised to invade England....Despite his pleadings and persuasions, powerful isolationist forces prevented
Roosevelt from getting into the European war.... The wisdom and moral justification for the decision to provoke
Japan into a bloody and terrible war that ultimately took millions of lives will be argued over for many years by
people of good faith and from all political persuasions....The real shame is on the stewards of government who
have kept the truth under lock for fifty years....It may have been necessary for wartime security to withhold the
truth about Pearl Harbor until the war ended, but to do so for more than a half a century grossly distorted the
world’s view of American history.

Robert B. Stinnett, Day of Deceit: The Truth about FDR and Pearl Harbor (Free Press, 2000), 258-260
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The revisionist theory requires a certain path of logic. First, FDR had to know that Pearl Harbor was going to
be bombed. His secretaries of state, war, and navy either did not know or, if they did, they all lied and conspired
in the deaths of the twenty-four hundred Americans and the near-fatal destruction of the Pacific Fleet....The
conspiracy theory fails most abysmally in that it would not achieve its supposed end. It would not have brought
America into the European war. FDR’s legendary “day that will live in infamy” speech declared war only on
Japan, not Germany. For that war, FDR, too, had to depend on Adolf Hitler. As he had told Churchill four
months before..., a fight with Japan would be “the wrong war in the wrong ocean at the wrong time.”...Why,
then, one may wonder, have authors and scholars, some of distinction, embraced the conspiratorial thesis that
has led ordinary citizens to ask, “Is it true that FDR knew the Japanese were going to attack Pearl Harbor!”

The best answer lies in the fact that dramatically scripted conspiracies provide high theater, while the truth is
often messy, random, illogical, and even dull.... The inescapable, if prosaic, truth is that no evidence whatever
exists that President Roosevelt wanted a war in the Pacific, and all the evidence demonstrates that he wanted to
enter the war in Europe. A monumental distraction from that objective, a war with Japan, was the last thing he
needed. All the secrets, the intelligence, the intercepted Japanese codes, the very stuff with which the historian
works, support this conclusion: Pearl Harbor was a catastrophe, not a conspiracy.

Joseph E. Persico, Roosevelt’s Secret War: FDR and World War 11 Espionage (Random House, 2001), 155-156
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