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The Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
presents a screening of the documentary film
CROSSING WATERS
-- about immigration and Poughkeepsie, New York's First Ward --
Friday, October 28, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.

Henry A. Wallace Center at the
FDR Presidential Library and Home

HYDE PARK, NY -- The Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum is pleased
to present a screening of the documentary film CROSSING WATERS -- about immigration
and Poughkeepsie's First Ward. The screening will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, October
28,2016 in the Henry A. Wallace Center at the FDR Presidential Library and Home. This

event is free and open to the public.

CROSSING WATERS uses archival sources and interviews with current residents of
Poughkeepsie, New York, to chronicle the arrival of Irish and Italian immigrants in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, their cultural and economic struggles to gain a
toehold in a city they have since helped build, and the musings of their descendants
who now feel pushed out of the neighborhood where they were once scorned as
invaders. Filmmaker Jane Watson looks at the past history of reactionary nativism in
order to shine a light on current debates regarding immigrants and refugees in the
United States. This award-winning film won Best Short Documentary at the Mexico

International Film Festival earlier this year.

CROSSING WATERS producer Jane Watson will be available to discuss the making of the
film and take questions from the audience following the screening.

-more-



Please contact Cliff Laube at (845) 486-7745 or email clifford.laube@nara.gov with

guestions about the event.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

Designed by Franklin Roosevelt and dedicated on June 30, 1941, the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum is the nation's first presidential library and
the only one used by a sitting president. Every president since FDR has followed his
example and established a presidential library administered by the National Archives
and Records Administration to preserve and make accessible to the American people
the records of their presidencies. The Roosevelt Library's mission is to foster a deeper
understanding of the lives and times of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt and their
continuing impact on contemporary life. This work is carried out through the Library's
archives and research room, museum collections and exhibitions, innovative

educational programs, and engaging public programming. For more information about

the Library or its programs call (800) 337-8474 or visit www.fdrlibrary.org.
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