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Hoveaber 13, 1535,

My dear Governor Lehman:

I have your letter of November 1, 1835,
with its emclosed letter of October 10, 1935,
fron Professor James G. lMcDonald xHigh Com-
missioner for Refugees (Jewish and Other)
coming from Germany, %to Mr. Fellx H, Va bu
with reference to ﬁﬁe quasticn of the imml-
pration of German Jews -Anto the United Staters.

T have brought your letter to the par-
ticular attention of the Depapiment of Btate
in view of the responsibility placed by law
upon 1ts consular officers abroad for the
jssuance or refusal of lmmigration visas.

In connection with my reference of thls
important matter to the competent offlicers
of the Department of State, I am informed
that the situation as regards the points you
have raised is briefly as follows.

With regard to your request that the
quota for German Jews be inoreased from 2,500
to 5,000 per annum, there is no lmmigratlon
quota fixed for persons in the class deagribed,
nor has therse been any arbitrary limitatlion
get upon the number of vlaas %o be lssued
to natives of Gemany other than the maxinmun
quotas fixed by law, which is 25,957. Consular
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officers must lssue lmmigration visas, within
guote limitationas, fo all quota applicants who

alify under the law to recelve such visas.
ey cannot of ocourse issue visas to appli-
‘cants who are found to be inadmissible under
the public charge clause or any other rest-ice
tive limitation set by exlsting law.

I anm informed that nearly all immigration
uotasg have been consgiderably under-lssued
luring the past four years. Although the
Gorman quota comprises only 16.9 per cent of
the total of all quotas, iammigration visas
lssued under 1% now represent 26,9 of the
visas issued under all quotas. While eati-
mates on this point vary somewhat, it 1s
understood that a very large majority of immi-
gration visas under the Gemman quots are issued
to Jewlish applicants. Since there is also a
congiderable number of aliens chargeable,
because of thelr birthplece, to the Polish
and other quotas who have lived in Gormany
and who Ilmmiprate into the United States,
1t 18 reasonable to take the number of immie
gration visas lssued to natives of Germony as
approxinating numerically the total of the
classes to wilch your letter refers.

, The Tollowing figures, ghowing the
lssuance of immigration visas to natives of
Germany are therefore of particular interest
in relatlon Vo your inguiry. _ '

Flgoal year
enﬂl (L YU e o0

and retuming residents
of ﬁh&'gng;d Stetes)

1932

1933 1,798
1934 4,715
1935 5,117
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As regards your wish that 1% be made
coertain that our consular representatives
show aympathetic interest in permitting
Imnigration of German Jewa into this country,
the Department of State has isgsued instruo-
tions to its consular officers, which sre
now in effect, that porsons who are obliged
to leave the country of thelr regular resie
dence, and who geek to esospe from the
condlitions in that country by msﬁ to the
United States, should recelve, on the part of
Amerigan gonsular offigers, the most cone
slderate attentlon and the most generous and
favorable treaiment possible under the laws
of this country.

In addition to the sbove, congular
offlcers have been ilnstructed that in cases
where 1% 1g found that an lmmlgration visa
applicant cennot obtaln a supporting document
normally required by the Immigration Act of
1924 without the peculinr delay and embarrsas-
ment that might attend a request of a political
or reu%mua_mmgue, the requirement of such
doocument may be welved on the basis of 1its
belng not "available®.

Purthermors, the prineipal consular
officers astationad at Berlin, Hamburg and
Stuttgart, which are the only three consular
offlces in Gemany whlch now lssue immigration
visas, have all visited the Department of Stnte
during recent months and the problems in whioh
you are intereated have been dlscussed verbally
and sympathetically with thea at%t the time of
thelr viasits, The recently eppointed fonsul
General at Berdin, Mr. Douglag Jenkins, who
is the supervising consular offlcer for Gemmany,
dpent & number of days at the Department before
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proceeding te hls new gast, and these mttﬁ@
wers discussed particularly with hin.

I note that you have made the request to
which 1 have referved sbove on the eondition
thet these vrogpective lmmigrante "£ulfill the
immigration requirements An evary gwﬁww"

I belleve that the Departnment of 8tate and 1ts
eonaular officers ebroad have had no other
desire than to carry cut the Lmmigretion duties
placed upon them by the Immigration Act of 1924
in a considerate and humane menner, conslsotent
with o faithful dlscharge of their Nmsi—
bilities under the law. I understend
peroentege of immipration visa refusals in
Germany has recently been conalderably below
the average for all countries.

I sppreciate your actlon in
these mabbers to my attention and I ean assure
you that it ig ny esrnest degire that all con-
sideration and Justioe shall continue %o be
shown to the type of lamigrants in whom you
are interested.

Very sinesrely yours,

Vo1 I¥Sion s Y8
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